
Guide to the Belonging Regulations 
 
Guide to financial responsibility for making special educational provision for children who are currently looked after (CLA)  
 
Introduction 
 
The term ‘looked after children’ is defined in law under the Children Act 1989. A child is looked after by a local authority if he or she is in 
their care or is provided with accommodation for more than 24 hours by the authority. Looked after children fall into four main groups:  

• Children who are accommodated under voluntary agreement with their parents (section 20);  

• Children who are the subject of a care order (section 31) or interim care order (section 38);  

• Children who are the subject of emergency orders for their protection (section 44 and 46);  

• Children who are compulsorily accommodated. This includes children remanded to the local authority or subject to a criminal justice 

supervision order with a residence requirement (section 21).  
 
 
Children supported at SEND Support without an Education, Health and Care Plan 



 
Top Up Funding  
 
Whilst the Authority where the child is living/placed  is responsible for 



 
 
 
 


