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6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
6.1 Apprenticeship Levy Update 
 
(a) Andy provided an update on behalf of Judy Chadwick, which confirmed following 
comments from the last WSF, the LA is putting together an apprentice offer specifically 
for schools that includes working with the University of Worcester on Headship and 
Deputy headship qualifications as well as the entry level Teaching Assistant and 
Business Administration. This is planned to be launched in National Apprenticeship 
Week in the week commencing 3rd February 2020 together with an event for both 
maintained schools and academies with courses planned from July 2020.   
 
(b) The WSF very much welcomed the development. 
 
6.2 Liberata Schools HR 
  
(a) A member of the WSF raised issues on the current HR service being provided 
through Liberata, which in the main related to the capacity of the service. WSF members 
were requested to channel issues through the member. The WSF commented that 
quality is generally good but there were concerns on the length of time taken in 
accessing some services and getting HR advice. 
 
(b) Phil confirmed that a meeting was in the process in being arranged with the WCCs 
Head of HR to discuss the issues.     
 
6.3 Nursery School Funding 
 
(a) A member of the WSF requested some discussion on a funding matter for the school. 
 
(b) The issues were noted, and Caroline agreed to discuss outside of the WSF meeting. 
 
7. DfE CONSULTATION ON DSG GRANT CONDITIONS 
 
7.1 Andy introduced the report which detailed a response to a DfE consultation on the 
treatment in LAs accounts of DSG deficits. 
 
7.2 The WSF noted the response and the comments of the Society of County 
Treasurer’s. 
 
8. SCHOOL 2020-21 LOCAL ISSUES OUTCOMES OF THE SCHOOLS 
CONSULTATION OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2019 
 
8.1 Overall Issues  
 
(a) Andy introduced the item and confirmed the consultation had concluded at 2pm on 
18th November 2019.  
 
(b) To support the WSF the following information had been provided prior to the WSF 
meeting: - 

¶ Summaries of the main issues received for the Local Schools Funding Formula 
(LSFF) 2020-21, the 4 consultation questions relating to the potential to transfer 
Schools Block funding to support High Needs, de-delegated and centrally 
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retained services, other issues raised and an analysis of the number of 
responses – Agenda Item 8 and Appendices A to C.   

¶ Consideration of recommended actions – Appendix D.   
 
(c) Andy advised that this feedback would form part of the Cabinet paper for their 
meeting now programmed for 20th December 2019. 
 
8.2 Overall Responses to Consultation Issues 
 
(a) The WSF noted the level of responses.  
 
(b) Overall, the WSF were disappointed by the lower response rate of 19% against the 
42% in the November 2017 local consultation. The WSF noted how this varied by sector, 
it was highest in the secondary sector and lowest in the primary sector and the WSF 
commented there would be need for further engagement in that sector.





6  WCC Cabinet. The WSF were requested to consider and either endorse, approve or otherwise the recommended actions. 
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Staff Costs Supply Cover  
Licences and Subscriptions 

Deprivation FSM Eligibility 

EAL Support for Minority Ethnic Pupils   

Low Cost High Incidence SEN 
Prior Attainment 

Support for Underachieving Groups 
Behaviour Support Services 

 
ü The delegation or de-delegation of these areas by reducing the formula 

amounts for maintained mainstream schools as follows: - 
 

Phase/Service  Primary 
Delegation 

Primary 
De-
delegation 

Secondary 
Delegation 

Secondary 
De-
delegation 

School Specific 
Contingency (SSC) 

No Yes No Yes 

Support for Schools in  
Financial Difficulty                                

Yes No Yes No 

14-16 Practical Learning 
Options 

N/A N/A Yes No 

Behaviour Support 
Services 

N/A N/A Yes No 

Schools Insurance                                 Yes No Yes No 

Support for Minority 
Ethnic Pupils 
or Underachieving 
Groups – EAL      

No Yes No Yes 

Support for Minority 
Ethnic Pupils  
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¶   On a show of hands and 2 by proxy the WSF members unanimously RESOLVED 
TO APPROVE (For 14 votes; Against 0 votes; Abstention 0 votes) the continued 
central retention in 2020-21 of the centrally retained services as detailed, limited 
to the 2017-18 budget level or as prescribed by the DfE (indicative budgets are 
shown either limited to previous year levels or estimated funding subject to final 
clarification and change) for: -  


