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Worcestershire  
Standing up for your countryside  

From the Chairman : 
Dr. Peter King  

The Campaign to Protect Rural England exists 
to promote the beauty, tranquillity and 
diversity of rural England by encouraging the 
sustainable use of land and other natural 
resources in town and count ry. 

Dear Sir, 

19/000053/CM Lea Castle Farm 

We object to the above application.  

I set out in an appendix at the end of this letter a history of the site.  My sources for this and the depth of research 
will be greater than anything likely to be provided by the Worcestershire Archaeological Service.  For reasons 
expressed below, the Worcestershire Landscape Character Assessment is significantly flawed.  My doctorate is in 
economic history.  I am a very experienced local historian having cut my teeth in the subject in the 1970s with a 
�µ�W�H�Q�H�P�H�Q�W�� �U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�� �R�I�� �.�L�Q�Y�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �:�R�O�Y�H�U�O�H�\���� �L�Q�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �Z�R�U�G�V�� �U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�Lon landownership history, which 
in this case I have been able to take back fairly continuously to the 14th century.   

Green Belt 
NPPF para 90 makes mineral developments an

 

�7�K�H���S�K�U�D�V�H���µpurposes of including land in Green Belt�¶���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�V���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���I�L�Y�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�U�H�H�Q���%�H�O�W���L�Q��
para 80.  These include:  

�x to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
�x to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment

In the present context, keeping towns apart should perhaps be extended to include significant settlements of all 
kinds.  In this case, the settlements in question are Kidderminster and Cookley, which are about 1.4 km part at 
their nearest points.  This is a narrow gap and this site sits in the middle of it.  Accordingly the development of the 
site for gravel quarrying will substantially erode the Green Wedge keeping these settlements apart.   

This relatively narrow wedge has already suffered encroachment by the establishment of the former Lea Castle 
�+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���S�U�H�V�X�P�D�E�O�\���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���³�Y�H�U�\���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�´���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���������\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R����
�E�X�W���L�V���Q�R�Z���X�Q�G�H�U���:�\�U�H���)�R�U�H�V�W�¶�V���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���3�O�D�Q���F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���D���P�D�M�R�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���V�L�W�H���L�Q���W�K�H���*�U�H�H�Q���%�H�O�W�����Z�K�R�V�H��
redevelopment is being permitted.  In addition the draft Local Plan (submitted for examination) proposes that the 
rest of the block of land between A449, B4189, A451, and Axborough Lane should be developed, perhaps for 
mixed uses, but mainly housing.  Scattered development along B5189 Wolverley Road and Sion Hill already 
detracts from the openness of the Green Belt.  The proposed quarry will aggravate this so that there will cease to 
be much open countryside between Kidderminster and Cookley.  The result of any erosion of this Green Belt gap 
is likely substantially to endanger the viability of the rest of it.   

Director of Planning  
Worcestershire County Council (by e-mail) 
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