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As the UK's leading woodland conservation charity, the Trust aims to protect native woods, 
trees and their wildlife for the future. We own over 1,000 sites across the UK, covering 
around 29,000 hectares (71,000 acres) and we have 500,000 members and supporters. 

Veteran Trees 
�E���š�µ�Œ���o�����v�P�o���v���[�•���^�š���v���]�v�P�������À�]�������}�v���À���š���Œ���v���š�Œ�����•���•�š���š���•���š�Z���š���š�Z���Ç���^can be individual trees 
or groups of trees within wood pastures, historic parkland, hedgerows, orchards, parks or 
other areas. They are often found outside ancient woodlands. They are irreplaceable habitats 
eith some or all of the following characteristics�Y�������À���š���Œ���v���š�Œ�������u���Ç���v�}�š���������À���Œ�Ç���}�o���U�����µ�š���]�š���Z���•��� Ŵhen determining planning 

applications, local planning authorities should apply the following principles: 

c) development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as ancient
woodland and ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, unless there are wholly exceptional
reasons58 and a suitable compensation strategy exists;�_

Footnote 58, defines exceptional reasons as follows: � F̂or example, infrastructure projects 
(including nationally significant infrastructure projects, orders under the Transport and Works 
Act and hybrid bills), where the public benefit would clearly outweigh the loss or deterioration 
of habitat.�_ 





If an appropriate buffer zone cannot be provided to the veteran trees on site, then this 
application should be considered for refusal. 

If you would like clarification of any of the points raised please contact us via 
campaigning@woodlandtrust.org.uk  

Yours sincerely, 

Nicole Hillier 
Campaigner �t Woods under Threat 
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