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Dear Mr Aldridge 
 
 
Re: Land at Lea Castle Farm 
 
Application Ref: 19/000053/CM                                 Grid Ref: (E) 383959, (N) 278992 

Applicant:  NRS Aggregates Ltd 

Proposal:  Proposed sand and gravel quarry with progressive restoration using site derived and 
imported inert material to agricultural parkland, public access and nature enhancement 
 
Location: Land at Lea Castle Farm, Wolverley Road, Broadwaters, Kidderminster, Worcestershire 
 
 
This document is a response to Worcestershire County Council’s (MPA) request for clarification and 
additional information requested on the 5th June 2020 to help determine the above application as a 
result of consultation. The request being made under Regulation 25 of the Town and Country 
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Period, which would 
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�x Target Note 12 is Tree T4, an oak tree with high bat roost potential and which supports 
roosting kestrel. This was identified as veteran oak T25 in the Arboriculture Appendix. 

 
In view of the above points, the Mineral Planning Authority seeks further clarification regarding 
the veteran trees on and adjacent to the site. 
 
The Mineral Planning Authority also wish to reiterate that development resulting in loss or 
deterioration of veteran trees (T5, T22 and T25 as per Arboriculture Appendix, based on combined 
assessment between the applicant’s Ecologists and Arboriculturists) should not be permitted 
unless there are ‘wholly exceptional reasons’ and an suitable compensation strategy. 
 
The County Ecologist comments that veteran trees support a remarkable diversity of wildlife; the 
Environmental Statement appears to limit scope of invertebrate consideration to butterflies, 
noting that the site “does not contain any rare habitats”, however, veteran trees are an 
increasingly rare and critically important habitat resource for notable and protected saproxylic 
invertebrates.  The Mineral Planning Authority requests that further consideration is given to the 
impact of veteran tree loss on protected invertebrate species. 
 
The Worcestershire Habitat Inventory shows that the woodland bordering the northern and 
western edges of the site have been included in the county Ancient Woodland Catalogue (WNCT, 
JJ Day, 1983) as “Wolverley Lodge” (reference 87023). In view of this, the Mineral Planning 
Authority seeks further information regarding the proposed mitigation strategies in relation to 
this ancient woodland, and their suitability for protection of ancient woodland habitats. 
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There are small areas of suitable habitat for foraging and roosting bats to be removed during 
the proposed works. However, the majority of suitable habitat features are to be retained. 
Following the implementation of the proposed restoration, it is considered that the overall 
habitat diversity for foraging bats will have a positive impact over the long term. 

 
Skylark 
As part of the proposed restoration works, the majority of the site will be restored to 
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the Western Area principally north of PROW 62 4(B).  This land being restored early in the 
proposals, at the end of Phase 1. 

 
Soil tests were carried out and the results submitted as part of the original application. It is 
confirmed that both the Topsoil and Subsoil components of the profile are acidic in their pH 
values. As such either profile could be utilised to establish and sustain acid grassland habitat. 
No soils will be removed from site and original soil profiles re-created. The scheme as 
designed provides for the progressive stripping, temporary storage and/or direct placement 
of soils for restoration on a phased basis. All soil volumes have been quantified and detailed 
within the submitted application. These are re-stated in Appendix D. The protection and 
placement of the soils will be undertaken by the operator and monitored by the landowner 
as well as forming part of the Aftercare and Management Programme for the establishment 
of the acid grassland habitat and other restored land within the site to which Worcestershire 
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potentially function as ARK sites for the White Clawed Crayfish population in the Wyre Forest. The 
Environment Agency also advise that landscaped soakaway ponds could also contribute to 
biodiversity, if they were planted up with phragmites reedbed - a Worcestershire BAP habitat and 
valuable wildlife resource. 
 

The site is not within a wetland environmental setting. The localised ground water table 
being ~33-34m below existing ground levels. There is no opportunity to create permanent 
on-site water bodies. Water being directed back into the local ground water system. It is 
proposed to include landscape soakaway ponds and SuDS which could contribute to 
biodiversity. There are significant gains for biodiversity and ecological benefits and 
associated ecological linkages through the creation, establishment and management of 
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Best and Most Versatile (BMV) Agricultural Land and Soils 
 
Within their consultation response dated 1 May 2020, Natural England state whilst some of the 
restoration proposals on part of the BMV land are for non-agricultural purposes (woodland), 
Natural England considers the proposed reclamation to a biodiversity and amenity afteruse is 
acceptable, provided the methods used in the restoration and aftercare would enable the land to 
retain its longer term capability to be farmed to its land classification potential, thus remaining a 
high quality resource for the future. 
 
Acid rich grassland can be considered as agricultural land, therefore, assuming that the restoration 
profile is similar to that of the agricultural restoration areas the 8.1 hectares of acid grassland can 
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Further information in respect of potential suitable source materials and their availability 
has been produced by the Operator and is provided within Appendix H. 
 
As set out in Appendix H, there is an inert waste capacity gap in Worcestershire, placing ever 
increasing need for sites, such as Lea Caste Farm, which would be appropriately engineered, 
deliverable and accessed sustainably, to meet this increasing need. Furthermore, there is an 
anticipated increase in inert waste likely to be generated from large infrastructure projects 
in north Worcestershire and the West Midlands over the next 10 years.  
 
The applicant is confident that market demand, growth projects in the area, increased 
housing demand will support the need for inert void at Lea Castle Farm over and above that 
permitted for the life of the site. Given the above, the deliverability of the restoration 
scheme at Lea Castle Farm with the importation of 60,000m3 per annum is considered 
achievable. 

 
 
Historic Environment 
 

In view of the comments received from Wyre Forest District Council’s Conservation Officer, dated 
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replaced by CD123), which confirmed the deceleration rate used to calculate the lane 
lengths was 0.375g at paragraph 7.41.  The 0.375g deceleration rate is consistent with that 
of a safe slow-down/stop of a large vehicle (i.e. HGV) as confirmed in Manual for Streets 2 
para 10.1.10 and Table 10.1If WCC would rather we apply the deceleration rates for 
stopping, with a gradient correction, we can, but the distances will be shorter than those 
established in the report based on 2 seconds and 0.25g. 

 
Safety Audit 
A Safety Audit has been carried out by RoyalHaskoningDHV 
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compacted earth.  The conveyor is to be set on rubber anti-vibration brackets to prevent any 
vibration. 
 
The slope over the crossing has been designed to allow impaired walkers easy access over 
the crossing, with gradients being minimal at 1:20. 
 
The width of the crossing is 6.4 m, which is suitable for vehicles wishing to access nearby 
stables. 
 

 
The Mineral Planning Authority notes that Footpaths WC-622, WC-623 and WC- 624 are proposed 
to be upgraded to bridleway status. It is noted that Drawing Number: KD.LCF.010, Titled: ‘Concept 
Restoration Scheme’, shows an additional footpath / bridleway in the western part of the site, 
north of Footpath WC-624 and east of Footpath WC-623 leading to a proposed pocket park. This is 
not shown on Drawing Numbered: KD.LCF.026, Titled: ‘Current & Proposed Public Rights of Way (L 
& R Figure 5)’; or the drawings showing the phased working of the site. Please clarify or update the 
plans accordingly. 
 

The Mineral Planning Authority requests that consideration is given to upgrading Footpaths WC-
622, WC-623 and WC-624 to bridleway status and creation of the additional section of bridleway 
as soon as possible, noting that the British Horse Society in their comments, dated 19 March 2020 
request that the additional multi-user route, proposed to the west of the quarry are achieved within 
the first 2 years rather than at the end of Phase 3. 
 

Proposed public access is confirmed along this link path to the pocket park. This is now 
illustrated on the Concept Restoration Scheme Drawing No. KD.LCF.010A (Appendix C) along 
with the confirmation that footpaths WC-622 (62 2(C)), WC-623 (62 3 (B)) and WC-624 (62 
4(B)) are to be upgraded to public bridleways / multi-use access routes.  
 
The public rights of way proposals take on board all suggestions from the British Horse 
Society which include bringing forward the majority of new bridleway multi-use routes in 
advance of the commencement of mineral extraction and an agreement from the 
applications landowners to upgrade public footpath references 62 2 (C) and 62 3 (B) to 
bridleways/ multiuse routes which run within their land ownership. The proposals are 
illustrated on attached plan references KD.LCF.033 and KD.LCF.034 (Appendix M). 
 
If the scheme is permitted, NRS and the Landowner will establish a liaison group to 
communicate the timing of proposals, implementation, monitoring, and to receive feedback.  
A single point of contact from the operator team will coordinate to enable any issues to be 
picked up quickly and acted upon by the people on the ground. 
 

Site Security 
 
County Councillor Mary Rayner and District Councillor Sarah Rook in their comments dated 26 
February 2020, raise safety concerns regarding trespass and accidents. Please describe the 
measures that would be put in place to secure the site. 
 

Health and safety concerns are paramount to the quarry, as a whole.  The design and 
operations at Lea Castle Farm would conform to The Quarries Regulations 1999. Approved 
Code of Practice and associated guidance. The regulations aim to protect those working at a 
quarry and others who may be affected by quarrying activities e.g. those living, passing, or 
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working nearby, or visitors to site. It is important to note that the operator will be under a 
legal duty which cannot be passed on to a third party to ensure that appropriate Health and 
Safety aspects associated with the site are assessed and implemented with due care and 
diligence. 
 
As the regulations state, the obligation to ensure health and safety aspects relates to all, 
including potential for trespass.  NRS have company Health and Safety personnel, who will 
produce Health and Safety audit and procedures, post determination of the application and 
in advance of any quarry operations on the ground. 

 
Drawings 
 
Hereford & Worcester Gardens Trust in their comments, dated 20 February 2020 and North 
Worcestershire Water Management in their comments, dated 12 March 2020 are unsure about the 
final levels of the site. Hereford & Worcester Gardens Trust comment that they would not wish to 
see the proposed tree avenue as an elevated strip of land across a lower level park. The Mineral 
Planning Authority notes that the submitted Drawing Numbered: KD.LCF.028, Titled: ‘Restoration 
Sections’, is drawn at a scale (1:1,250) that it is difficult to appreciate the impact of the proposals. 
Please amended accordingly. 
 


