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Thankyou for your emailand apologiedor the delayin gettingbackto you.

NaturalEnglandandthe ForestryCommissioraveproducedstandingadvicefor planningauthoritiesin in

determiningrelevantplanning
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During the current coronavirus situation, Natural England staff are working remotely to provide our services and
support our customers and stakeholders. All offices and our Mail Hub are closed, so please send any documents by






WOLVERLEY)DGES7023)



Sincethe mappingevidenceis not of muchhelp, | lookedat the generalhistory of Wolverley
andCookleyit appearshat Burgred Kingof Mercia,granteda charterin AD866which
allowedpasturefor 70 pigsin the woodedcommonknownas



Finally the plant knownasCephalanthera grandifiora (the white helleborine,a non native
specieswasrecordedin LeaCastleWoodsbefore 1867by Scott(the author of a history of
Stourbridge)andat Knight'sWalks,Wolverleyin 1789,by Dr Stokes Thatthis wasan
introducedspeciesagainseemsto suggesthat the woodsat LeaCastlemayhavebeen
createdto beautifythe mansia rather than alreadybeingthere before it washbuilt, though
that cannotbe proven.

In summary the HabitatInventorywould appearto be arather unreliablesourceasto whatis
truly ancientwoodland,in the sensedefinedby NaturalEnglandandthe WoodlandTrust.|
suspecthat the Council’'secologistdackthe necessarynmapor documentaryevidenceto
provethat the woodlandaroundthe former LeaCastlereally did existbefore 1600,soit would
be interestingto knowwhat evidencethey think they havefor drawingthat conclusion\Whilst
it is clearthat extensivewoodlanddid existin this areaby the 9" century,we cannotnow be
sureof its exactlocationand extent, sinceWolverleyis quite alargeparishandincludesmore
than one settlement.Nor canwe be surethat all the existingwoodlandis ancient;in fact,
someof it clearlyisn’t, suchasthe areanow called ‘WolverleyCarr’.

| think we shouH therefore challengethe assumptionthat the woodlandat WolverleyLodge,
WolverleyCarr(especiallyand ReservoiWoodis ancientseminaturalwoodland,unlessthe
Councilcanproduceanyconvincingand conclusiveevidencethat suchis the case(whichl
rather doubt). Thewoodlandmaystill havesignificantecologicalvalue,but that isnot the
samething asbeing‘ancient’.

Hopethat helps.

Regards,

Mark Singlehurst

ThismessagérasbeensentusingTLSL.2





