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From:Aldridge,Steven<SAldridge @worcestershire.gov.uk>

Sent:12 October202107:58
To:campaigning@woodlandtrust.org.sicampaigning@woodlandtrust.org.uk>
Subject:FW:AncientWoodlandAdjacentto LeaCastlesite, Wolverley,Worcs
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Please note | have also consulted the County Ecologist, County Landscape Officer, District Ecologist and
Woodland Trust.

Kind regards
Steve

StevenAldridge

TeamManager— DevelopmentVianagement
WorcestershireCountyCouncil

CountyHall, SpetchleyRoad Worcester WR52NP
Tel:01905843510

Mob: 07985334367
Email:saldridge@worcestershire.gov.uk
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From:BobWilliams<aldermill@btconnect.com>

Sent:11 October202120:32

To: Aldridge,Steven<SAldridge @worcestershire.govxk
Subject:AncientWoodlandAdjacentto LeaCastlesite, Wolverley,Worcs
Importance:High

Hi Steve
Asl advised| haveaskedone of my colleaguego lookinto the ancientwoodlandissueandhisfindingsare below.

If your colleaguesare still of the opinionthat the woodlandis ancient,perhapsthey will sendtheir proof of this to usso
that we canlook at the issuesagain.

Regards
Bob

Robert Williams

From:Mark Singlehurst
Sent:11 October202119:19
To:BobWilliams<aldermill@btconnect.com>




Subject:AncientWoodlandAdjacentto LeaCastlesite, Wolverley,Worcs
Importance:High

HelloBob,

| havenow lookedinto the AncientWoodlandquestionat LeaCastle Wolverley,in some
detailandthisisanaccount atteotins question



Wood, but WolverleyCarrwasjust marshlandThatwasstill the caseon the 19380Smap, so
the currentwoodlandthere canscarcelybe called‘ancient’!

Similarly AxboroughWood, at somedistanceto the eastandon the edgeof Wolverleyparish,
is classedasancientseminaturalwoodlandin the countyinventoryandelsewhere(suchas
the ‘KidderminsteNorth GreenlnfrastructureConceptStatement’) yet the VictoriaCounty
Historyof Worcestershirestatesthat Axboroughwoodwasfirst planted after the Enclosureof
the parish fieldsin 1775—so0,again,that failsto qualifyasancientwoodland(ASNW)y the
‘pre 4600’ criterion.

Sincethe mappingevidenceis not of muchhelp, | lookedat the generalhistory of Wolverley
andCookleyit appearshat Burgred Kingof Mercia,granteda charterin AD866which
allowedpasturefor 70 pigsin the woodedcommonknownas‘Wulfferdinleh’[= Wolverley,
Worcs.]andthe gatheringof timber for buildingpurposesandasfirewood. Wolverleywas
then one of the mostwoodedparts of Englandalthoughthe regularpracticeof largescale
coppicingand compartmentedwood pasturewere alreadyin existenceat that time. An
incidentalsideeffect of the coppicingactivity wasthe establishmenbf woodlandlowerssucd
asprimrosesandviolets.

At the time of the DomesdayBook(1086),Wolverleyhad no woodlandavailablefor pannage
(i.e.,grazingpigs),but after the Manor of Wemwascreated,the Lord’stenantswere granted
variousrights,includingpannagejn the Lord’s‘North Wood'. Thesettlementof Wolverley
may haveinvolvedthe clearanceof the westernmarginof North Wood, whichwasmentioned
in 1304.North Woodis believedto havelain on the easternboundaryof Wolverley.

Theaccountof Wolverleyin the VictoriaCountyHistoryof Worcestershirg VHCW statesthat
there wassome372acresof woodlandin the parish.Someof this wasancient,i.e. Birch
Wood, BodenhamWoodand CookleyWood (madeup of Springand SolcumCoppices)The
draft versionof the WolverleyConservatiorAreaCharacterAppraisaklsocallsMiddle Wood
“semiancient”,althoughwherethisis| havenot beenableto ascertain Birchand



Accordingo the archivesof the WorcesterJourna) the LeaCastleEstateincludedcommercial
woodlandgrownfor timber by Februaryl818,whichgrewnearthe Staffs.& Worcs.Canalnd
wasmostlyfir andelm, with somesycamorepoplarandsmallnumbersof other species. This
doesnot, therefore,sound liIkASNWTheMorning Chronite for 27/11/1819includeda sale
advertisementfor the LeaCastleEstate referringto atotal sizeof over1,300acresandthe
inclusionof ornamentalplantationsandwoodland.“The propertyis finelywoodedandthe

plantationsarein a verythriving state.” Thissuggestsecentlyplantedtreesrather thanprer
existing erathe Finally .



Anythingin this emailwhichdoesnot relate to the WoodlandTrust'sofficial businesss neither givennor endorsedby
the WoodlandTrust.Emailis not secureand may





