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3.Introduction1.	Permanence should always be the plan for a child’s upbringing, and it underpins all our interventions with children, their families and their carer’s. The route to permanent care arrangements will be different for each individual child and WCF are committed in ensuring the range of options available are well considered and well supported to marry an individual child’s needs with their wishes being understood and considered.  Special Guardianship is one of the primary routes to permanency.2.	Special Guardianship can offer a child the security, safety, and the stability they need and deserve, supporting children to remain with their extended families and frie nds, as a better alternative of growing up in the care of the Local Authority. Since 2010 there has been a rise in the percentage of Special Guardianship Orders within family care proceedings and a decline in Placement Orders and adoption.3.	When children are received into care of the Local Authority, their placement experience is key to their overall 
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4.

1.	The Special Guardianship Regulations 2007 and the DfES guidance to the 
Regulations1.1.	The Regulations, supported by the guidance, govern the processes by which local authorities exercise their discretion in de termining requests for special guardianship support services, including financial support. This policy relates to financial support only.1.2.	Carers who are proposing to care for a child under a Special Guardianship Order or who are caring for a child under a Special Guardianship order can request an assessment for support, including financial support, under the Special Guardianship Regulations 2 007.1.3.	According to Regulation 6 of the 2007 Regulations, financial support may be paid to a special guardian or prospective special guardian – a.	To facilitate arrangements for a person to become the special guardian of a child where the local authority consider such arrangements to be beneficial to the child’s welfare; or b.	To support the continuation of such arrangements after a special guardianship order is made1.4.	Such support is payable only in the following circumstances-a.	Where WCF consider that it is necessary to ensure that the special guardian or prospective special guardian can look after the child; b.	Where WCF consider that the child needs special care which requires a greater expenditure of 
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7.5.4.	Applications for payment of legal fees to defend contact  and other applications or to make applications for orders (e.g. non-molestation orders and prohibited steps orders during the cur rency of a special guardianship order)  Advice and representation in respect of any proposed a pplications will be subject to the cri teria listed above and WCF’s assessment of the merits of the case.  Non-periodic financial support may, where it is considered appropriate by the Local Authority, be paid without an assessment of the means of the Special Guardian (and/ or child). 6.	Periodic monthly allowances6.1.	These allowances are linked to WCF’s fostering allowances and are based on the needs of the child. They are not generally paid, unless the child is (or was imme diately before the Special Guardianship order was made) a looked after child. However, in exceptional circumsta nces where the child is not and was not looked after, the allowance may be payable. (see 4.2). 6.2.	The allowance is paid to foster carers (including friends and family carers) following the making of a special guardianship order in respect of a previously fostered child. Where foster carers are already receiving a fostering allowance for a child for whom they have applied to be special guardians, WCF will continue to pay allowances equivalent to WCF’s fostering allowances after the order is made but subject to deduction of benefits which the former foster carer can, as a Spec ial Guardian, claim in respect of the child such as child benefit, tax credits etc. Any allowance must be subj ect an annual review by the Local Authority.6.3.	Payment in respect of a child’s special needs will generally be subject to a full assessment of that child’s needs and the special guardian’s financial circumstances. Payments will only be made for the child after all other alternatives in terms of benefits, grants and serv ices have been explored, and the level of the child’s needs will be reviewed annually.  6.4.	Special Guardianship financial support is payable to the special guardian to care for the child and meet his/
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8.6.8.	For special guardians caring for a child who was not looked after immediately prior to the order WCF 
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