
The pattern and character of the individual dwellings are vulnerable to expansion, amal-
gamation and modification to an urban character. The potential of the small scale plots 

and pastures provide considerable scope for infilling, adding further pressures to these 
landscapes. The pastures possess further attraction as suitable paddocks for ponies and 
horses, a change of use that can be accompanied by degradation and loss of hedgerows. 
The pastures themselves can often be of considerable nature conservation interest yet 
this can be easily lost through inappropriate management. These landscapes possess a 
unique element of rustic charm which is destroyed by excessive ‘tidiness’. 

 
The conservation of the character, particularly the scale and detailing, of the cottages and 
smallholdings, and their pattern and setting should be a priority, through the enforce-

ment of appropriate planning controls and design guidance. The retention and appropri-
ate management of open spaces within the settlement matrix should be encouraged, pay-
ing particular attention to the areas of permanent pasture and hedgerow structure. 

An intimate, densely settled 

landscape characterised by 

strings of wayside cottages and 

associated smallholdings. These 

nestle within a small-scale  

matrix of pastoral fields and  

narrow interlocking lanes, usu-

ally defined by prominent dense 

hedges with hedgerow trees. The 

consistency of human activity in 

these distinctive, small scale 

landscapes has resulted in a uni-

fied, palpably domestic charac-

ter.  
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Landscapes of Worcestershire  
Landscape Type Advice Sheet - Land Management  

Forest Smallholdings and DwellingsForest Smallholdings and Dwellings 

Primary 
Hedgerow boundaries to fields 

Scattered hedgerow and garden 

trees 

Intimate spatial character 

Intricate network of narrow, 

interlocking lanes 

Densely settled pattern of way-

side dwellings 

Distinctive building style—small 

cottages of brick or stone 

Secondary 
Pastoral  land use 

Variable enclosure pattern of 

small fields 

Heathy/acid grassland ground 

vegetation—widespread 

bracken and gorse 




