
The pastoral land use is one of the k

closure. The settlement pattern reflects the organised community structure asso-
ciated with open field culture of long standing, though often the villages have 
since declined in size or even become abandoned, reflecting the decline in status 

of the areas for farming.  
 
The pattern of hedged fields defines the scale of the landscape which until re-

cently would have conveyed a more pronounced sense of structure and enclo-
sure. These landscapes were often bastions of elm tree cover in the past, and the 
composition of many hedges is still dominated by this species. The hedgerows 

are not, however, devoid of tree cover and scattered populations of hedgerow 
ash in particular are not uncommon. 
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Village ClaylandsVillage Claylands 

An open, gently rolling agricul-

tural landscape characterised by 

an ordered pattern of hedged 

fields and discrete rural villages 

connected by a network of minor 

roads. This is a landscape of 

heavy, poorly drained soils, typi-

cally associated with broad clay 

vales backed by steeply sloping 

escarpments. The field pattern 

tends to define the scale of the 

landscape. 
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