
Landscapes of Worcestershire  
Landscape Type Advice Sheet - Planning and Development 

 Timbered Plateau FarmlandsTimbered Plateau Farmlands 
A varied, mixed farming land-

scape of hedged fields, scattered 

farms, woods and wooded  

valleys associated with upstand-

ing areas of undulating relief. 

The landform conveys a sense of 

strength and dominance which 

tends to override the pattern of 

tree cover and fields. Variations 

in landform within this landscape 

create a changing sequence of 

visual perspectives, ranging from 

open vistas on plateau summits 

to more secluded scenes along 

valley bottoms. 
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The deterioration of the overall structure of tree cover tends to be the major issue in 
these landscapes. Woodland cover is not always a prominent component of the landscape 

today; the streamside tree cover can often be fragmented and the hedgerow tree cover 
composed of primarily mature or veteran trees. The network of hedgerows can often be 
fragmented, severely so in places, resulting in the remaining woodlands becoming iso-
lated from other areas of tree cover.  
 
It is important to conserve existing elements of tree cover - particularly woodland cover 

and streamside trees - and the hedgerow pattern. The gradual change from a landscape 
of mixed agriculture to one dominated by arable farming, suggests that the function of 
hedgerows will become increasingly reduced, rendering the whole linking structure of 
hedgerows and tree cover, upon which the landscape character depends, increasingly 



The prime opportunities will relate to the perpetuation of the dingle woodlands -  

encouraging the appropriate management of existing woodlands and seeking to in-

crease their extent where appropriate, or restoring the pattern where woodland has 

been lost. Although the dominant woodland pattern is of linear woodland along 

streams, other discrete woods of varying size are also associated with this Landscape 

Type. The same principles of securing appropriate management together with new 


