Landscapes of Worcestershire

Landscape Type Advice Sheet

Landscape Type Description

Key Characteristics

Current Concerns

These landscapes are similar to
the Principal Wooded Hills, but o
have more of an emphasis on
farmland than woodland. The
woods tend to occur as discrete
blocks framing larger areas of
enclosed fields. The latter are
often associated with a small vil-
lage or hamlet. There is a sense
of balance, with a character that
is less extreme than the related
type of the Principal Wooded
Hills.

These are landscapes that often lack a strong sense of visual cohesion today, due to
the variable amount of woodland cover and the decline in both hedgerow pattern and
fabric. The mixed broadleaf composition may also have been diluted by the presence
of conifer planting. The strength and scale of the landscape becomes diluted if the
large woodland blocks become fragmented if the structure of hedgerow and stream-
lines broken, or if features of an inappropriate small scale are introduced.

There are considerable opportunities for planting new large woodland blocks in these
landscapes, particularly the replanting of areas of recent clearance, though the im-
portance of the patterns of historical land clearance should be recognised and con-
served. Emphasis should also be placed on perpetuating the corridors that link the
woodlands together. Given the difficulties in encouraging new hedgerow tree plant-
ing, priority could be given to strengthening the patterns of streamside tree cover
and dingles. Within the farmed areas, the upper slopes may include areas of perma-
nent pasture of botanical interest.



There may be opportunities to strengthen the
pattern of discrete woodland blocks by planting
new large woodland blocks and by replanting
and restoring appropriate management to ex-
isting neglected woodland. The woodland
blocks may have been reduced in size in this
landscape or inappropriate recent planting may
have linked previously discrete woods. Oppor-
tunities should be sought to redress this either
through extending the size of individual wood-
lands or taking the decision not to replant link-
ing woodland after it has been cropped. Land-
scape gain could be achieved by additional
planting along watercourses and ditches and
an increase in hedgerow trees either by new
planting or by altering the management of ex-
isting hedges to allow individual specimens to

There may be opportunities to cre-
ate new woodlands. Whilst ancient
woodland itself cannot simply be
created, from the landscape per-
spective new woodland can at least
reflect ancient characteristics in
terms of shape/outline and species
composition. There may be oppor-
tunities to restore areas of ancient
woodland through the introduction
of appropriate management, or the
removal of alien species and appro-
priate replanting.

Development sites themselves may
not always offer the best location
to accommodate new woodland
planting and to achieve its full po-
tential. These opportunities cited
above may be best realised on land
elsewhere in the vicinity, by private
agreement between the developer
and landowner.

The scale of this Landscape Type could be damaged by the introduction of small scale
features, particularly new woodlands and the reduction in size of existing woodlands.
The characteristic framing of views would be diluted by loss of woodlands cover. There
may be opportunities to create new woodland (by planting or natural regeneration) and
this, and any landscaping associated with new development, should reflect the particu-
lar scale of these landscapes. Opportunities may arise to restore woodland and hedge-
rows in poor condition. There may be opportunities to reinforce the woodland structure

to frame views through new planting.

Opportunities may arise, to pro-
mote Stewardship and other agri-
environment funding incentives to
encourage a more mixed land use,
particularly if arable land uses ap-
pear to be dominating.



