
Landscapes of Worcestershire   
Landscape Type Advice Sheet - Planning and Development 

Estate FarmlandsEstate Farmlands 

An ordered agricultural land-
scape characterised by a sub-

regular pattern of medium-to- 
large sized fields, small geo-
metric plantations and groups 

of ornamental trees associated 
with large country houses. Set-

tlement is largely restricted to 
discrete clusters of dwellings 
and occasional small estate vil-

lages. 
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This is a landscape of increasingly dominant arable land uses where the function of 

hedgerows can accordingly become gradually redundant. Hedgerow loss and deterioration 

is already apparent and it can only be assumed that this will accelerate. Some localities 
such as Croome and Pirton contain the relics of extensive parkland plantings, the rem-
nants of which are now often located amidst arable land. Estate villages with distinctive 
architectural styles and detailing are often associated with such areas but face dilution of 
their distinctive character by modification and new development. These are landscapes 
that have restricted opportunities for wildlife. 

These are areas that can accommodate considerable new woodland planting which would 
be of benefit in strengthening the overall landscape structure. The restoration of tree 
cover associated with parkland and ornamental grounds together with improving the tree 
cover along watercourses should also be encouraged. The conservation of the hedgerow 

pattern is desirable but priority should be given initially to the primary hedgerow frame-
work. In order to improve opportunities for wildlife, the development of good field mar-

gins is of particular relevance in these landscapes. 
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Primary 

Hedgerow boundaries to fields 

Planned woodland character 

Tertiary 

Semi-regular pattern of me-

dium-to-large fields 

Small geometric plantations 

and belts of trees 

Large country houses set in 

mature grounds 

Rolling lowland with occasional 

steep-sided hills and escarp-

ments 

Secondary 

Mixed farming land use 

Discrete settlement clusters 

and small estate villages 

Medium-framed views 



Whilst there is little potential to influence land use at the landscape scale, 

with current trends suggesting a move towards increased arablisation, it 
may be possible to encourage the incorporation of pastoral land uses on 
land associated with, or adjacent to, new development. This may be par-

ticularly appropriate if an element of public access is to be accommodated. 
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Estate FarmlandsEstate Farmlands 
Opportunities for Landscape Gain 
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There may be opportunities to plant new hedgerows, restore, strengthen or 

protect existing hedgerows and their patterns, and promote appropriate man-

agement – in terms of maintenance regimes and protection from stock.   


