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Education Bulletin 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I hope that you all had a good summer break and feel refreshed and ready for the start of the new 
academic year.  Welcome to all new head teachers and staff in Worcestershire.  Attendance is a main 
focus for us all this year – whether an LA school or academy please look out for our attendance 
updates and guidance for LA contacts, resources and training that we have available. 
 
It’s been an unexpected start to the Autumn term following the announcement from the Department 
for Education advising that education settings with any space or area with confirmed RAAC should no 
longer be open without mitigations in place. 
 
As many of you are aware, work to understand presence of RAAC across the whole school estate has 
been undertaken over several months however responsible bodies are still working with some schools 
to conclude assessments.   
 
Department for Education has produced a frequently asked questions document about RAAC, and how 

 During this period, 
settings are reminded to refer to the Department for Education guidance on looking after children in 

education settings before and during hot weather. Settings can sign up to receive Weather-Health 
Alerts from the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) and the Met Office.  
 
On 1 August following a consultation process, a decision was made to close the Kidderminster base of 
The Beacon Primary Pupil Referral Unit. I would like to express my personal thanks to the staff for the 
positive education provision they have provided to children, young people and their families in 
Worcestershire and their continuation of support for Redditch and Bromsgrove. The Unity Academy, a 
Rivers Multi-Academy Trust school, opened its doors this week and will work with other Wyre Forest 
primary schools to prevent exclusion and promote practice that supports children and families.  This is 
a fabulous new facility and we wish the staff and children all the very best for their first term of 
operation. 
 
Wishing you and your staff, students and governors all the very best for the new term.   
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Latest education news and updates
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Reminder regarding portal notifications and sharing of attendance data 
 
Schools should continue to use the Children’s Services portal to notify us of any in-year starters, in-
year leavers, absences, irregular attendance or part-time timetables. Please be advised that over the 
summer holidays there have been some minor changes to the portal including: 
 

1) Ability to record Flexi-schooling arrangements (via the Part time timetable notification form) 
2) Parent phone number is now mandatory. 
3) Additional absence reasons/flags to help identify children with medical needs. 
4) 
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Latest SEND news and updates 
 

All-Age Autism Strategy Improving Health Services Engagement 
 
Over the last few months, NHS Herefordshire and Worcestershire have been gaining views from 
autistic people, their families, provider organisations, professionals and wider residents about their 
health needs and experience of accessing health services through an on-lin (o)-jn
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Latest health news and updates
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Meningitis 
The UK Health Security Agency and leading meningitis charities are urging students to make sure they 
have been vaccinated against meningitis and other diseases before the start of the academic year. 
 
The NHS MenACWY immunisation programme for schools is offered to all pupils in year 9 and 
10. UKHSA vaccine coverage data shows around 1 in 8 new students going to college and university 
this year remain unprotected against these 4 strains of meningococcal bacteria, each of which can 
cause long term disability, serious health complications and can be life threatening. 
 
We are urging all students to make sure they are up to date with all free routine NHS vaccines, and to 
know the signs and symptoms of meningitis and septicaemia as it could help save a life. 
 
For more information on protecting your child through vaccination and when they should have each 
one, visit the UKHSA blog Protecting your children through vaccination - UK Health Security Agency 
(blog.gov.uk) 
 
Call to action for education settings 
Please share the information above with your school or college community to help raise awareness 
and promote the uptake of the vaccines. 
 
There are resources available for use on social media available here: 
 
Meningitis social media assets  
MMR social media assets  
 
 

All secondary school pupils eligible for free flu vaccine - reminder 
 
On 4 July, the government confirmed that all secondary school pupils in England will be offered a free 
flu vaccine from September for the 2023 to 2024 season.  
 
An initial list of groups eligible for this year’s flu vaccine was first announced in May. The government 
has confirmed it is expanding the programme to over three million pupils in secondary school years 7 
to 11, who will be offered the vaccine as a nasal spray through their school’s vaccination programme 
from 1 September.  
 
NHS school aged immunisation services will be undertaking the vaccinations from September during 
the autumn term. All primary school children and infants aged two and three will also be offered the 
flu vaccine. Eligible groups are urged to take up the offer from September before the flu season begins, 
to give themselves the best possible protection in winter.  
 
UKHSA have recently shared guidance on the secondary school vaccination programme, and other 
school-based routine immunisations. Secondary school resources to share with parents are also 
available.  
 
A local school-age immunisation provider will contact your school to agree a date for the vaccination 
session and the best approach for implementing the programme. 
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International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies - 7 September 
 
It’s the International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 7 September.  
 
This year the theme is Together for Clean Air. The day aims to raise awareness and enable actions to 
improve air quality. Everyone has a part to play to find new ways of doing things, to reduce the 
amount of air pollution we cause, and ensure that everyone, everywhere can breathe clean air. 
Air pollution is one of the biggest environmental risks and can lead to stroke, heart and lung disease, 
cancer and respiratory problems. It can also exacerbate conditions such as asthma, including in 
children.  
 
Air pollution comes from a number of sources, including vehicles, household energy use, industrial 
facilities and industry, wildfires and the burning of waste.  
 
This year in Worcestershire, we are asking people to take action. We are asking that parents don’t 
leave their engine idling especially around schools, and instead consider walking, wheeling, cycling or 
using public transport for journeys instead of using the car. 
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Latest Government updates 
 

Keeping children safe in education 
 
The September 2023 version of the 

https://teams.microsoft.com/rOams.microsof66d-cort-/yXfS-grGoU211 O4s0qC-Q,EGw9dZEczkeCSUG2tr_rhg,w1O6zEqCfUuAcVC93eTmIg,UpEiYWMF80u9UTIHFYSQbg,UVQb6RMnz0enBKLFoXKMRg,guyUh7ELPEuBj7nr7sunpA?mode=read&tefictId=fad277c9-c60a-4da1-b5f3-b3b8b34a82f90 0 R/BS<</2/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[83.3999 147.344 248.uctPar2.631]/StrctP91rent 95/Subtype/84nk/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://teams.microsoft.com/rOams.microsof66d-cort-/yXfS-grGoU211 O4s0qC-Q,EGw9dZEczkeCSUG2tr_rhg,w1O6zEqCfUuAcVC93eTmIg,tBvFUMnwkkiyHGoG4aJLKg,R9cLD1YQqE-3lpBLVUAfQQ,CkiOFlnOaUOTNyuWtKcfBw?mode=read&tefictId=fad277c9-c60a-4da1-b5f3-b3b8b34a82f90 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[47.3999 463179.Str29]/S0 3517.010tru9.754ent 95/Subtype/83nk/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/additional-naort-fortutorntalprogramme-guidicues-in-financiaacadeom/-y>><24)>>030 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[47.3999 731.235 462412.2962.64.47 5026.94rent 87/Subtype/L2nk/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(mailto:workforcesututornta.cschildraining-.ervices-ternment0 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[389.892 745274.0877.565 7624112 6 54757 8rent 89/Subtype/L1nk/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/additional-naort-fortutorntalprogramme-cal23-ator<</ol0 0 R/BS<<4S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[83.3999 1472662 260.73.026 2]/P91 5878.076ent 89/Subtype/L0nk/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://www.gov.uk/news.aining-.ervices-ternment/ECE0F28CE64491B441DA38D31001591E027E1C988ED94F40930C8AADB9AB3C9C/D8FAF73</SBEF64923EABA289E5B19L2nLE350 0 R/BS<<42/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[83.3999 1472213 555.u9.70522 1.67 7495125rent 87/Subtype/7ink/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dealing-witkeepntalrst-educasafe-202ervices-tr-2?utm_medium=eforc&utm_campaign=pubuk-RI/ifaling-wi<</pic&utm_sh.ace=f2d95b1f-b002-4a57-bf54-c755aa.64251&utm_conteft=immediatel26 0 R/BS<<4S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[47.3999 463180.9538.51910Str98909 1049.55rent 95/Subtype/7ink/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://www.gov.uk/govehwics</A 102/h.a-peopleosocruientalh.a-peopleowhats-on6 0 R/BS<<4S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[47.3999 731291.648 3631376 296.085 3033103ent 95/Subtype/7ink/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://capublic.woinh.aplag-.heiapplymicroonssue-lrsesnta/ch.asp/350 0 R/BS<<4S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[389.892 745207.4ar24365 7 7498961tru50.9arent 93/Subtype/75nk/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://capublic.woinh.aplag-.heiapplymicroonssue-lrsesnta/ch.asp/350 0 R/BS<<5S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[47.3999 263.864 94.52 2998 281.74 543.24rent 89/Subtype/74nk/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://teams.microdrivrcesoglemicrodrivr/folH/Is/10sL1Sm90rUh0VNHmYIdSWwG-ZNTT5yyU?usp=sharnta0 0 R/BS<<52/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[47.3999 263.864 94.675.17 1021.114.68837arent 85/Subtype/73nk/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://www.gov.uk/govehacw.nhs102/icrmun102espediaadh24 0 R/BS<<5S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[47.3999 4633uct898 68837ar161]/St705137rent 95/Subtype/72nk/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://www.gov.uk/govehacw.nhs102/icrmun102espediaadh24 0 R/BS<<5S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[47.3999 73121]/S075.87.0260.43.36r2482.21rent 85/Subtype/70nk/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://www.gov.uk/goveclrsnairblueskies</A /4 0 R/BS<<5S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[389.892 745ctP.6694549.318trc4.6075.532]66ent 85/Subtype/6ink/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://www.gov.uk/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX5 7 749WBjoxMTcs8/X.86aSSEskI4z0enBKL 0>>U
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Additional support for schools in financial difficulty in 2023 to 2024 
 
The Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) has today (18 August) published information about the 
additional funding available to support schools in financial difficulty in 2023 to 2024. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/additional-support-for-schools-in-financial-difficulty-in-2023-to-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/additional-support-for-schools-in-financial-difficulty-in-2023-to-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dealing-with-issues-relating-to-parental-responsibility
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Latest training news and events 
 

Changes to CPD 
 
During the summer months the training team have been working with WCC developers to enhance the 
functionality of the CPD system. We are pleased to announce the latest updates will be rolled out 
during September: 
 

• 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/education-services-training-and-cpd
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/education-services-training-and-cpd
mailto:workforcesupport@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk
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Training and Conferences by Worcestershire Children First 

https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/LearnCPD/CoursesSearch.aspx
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/LearnCPD/CoursesSearch.aspx
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These sessions will cover all aspects of KS1 assessment and in- house moderation, and you shouldn’t 
need to attend any of the other courses advertised.  
 
Cost: £220 + VAT 
 
29 September and 16 October 2023, 9.30am to 3.30pm, Worcester, course code: 10212 / 83590 
 
Book via CPD (opens in new window) using your School CPD Leader login details.  
 
 
Senco Leadership Development Programme 
 
Our leadership programme has been designed and developed around the SEN Code of Practice, Ofsted 
Education Inspection Framework and SEND best practice to ensure schools are meeting their statutory 
duties and provide highly effective support for children and young people with SEND. 
 
The programme will equip participants with skills to develop a more strategic approach to leading 
SEND/Inclusion. Participants will be enabled to reflect on current practices and identify how 
approaches can be adapted to greater influence the quality of provision and develop a wholly inclusive 
culture. 
 
Cost: £350 + VAT per delegate 
 

• Dates: Six sessions – 26 Sept / 10 October/ 24 October/ 14 November / 27 November / 12 
December 2023 

• Time: 9am to 12pm / Venue: Worcester 
• CPD Code: SCH 10287 / 83464 

 
Book via CPD (opens in new window) using your School CPD Leader login details.  
 
 
INTENT Smoking Prevention Programme 
 
INTENT is an evidence based smoking prevention programme delivered as 2x 45-60 minute lessons 
each year for 4 years, from Y7 to Y10. There is robust evidence to demonstrate that this programme 
reduces smoking initiation by engaging young people with anti-smoking messages. Your pupils then 

https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/LearnCPD/CoursesSearch.aspx
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/LearnCPD/CoursesSearch.aspx
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• 9 October 2023, 4.05pm to 4.50pm, virtual delivery, course code: 10088 / 83716 
• 17 January 2024, 9.10am to 9.55am, virtual delivery, course code: 10088 / 83717 
• 2 February 2024, 9.10am to 9.55am, virtual delivery, course code: 10088 / 83718 

 
Book via CPD (opens in new window) using your School CPD Leader login details.  
 
 
Training taking place during October to December 2023 
 
We also have the following training taking place between October and December 2023, delivered by 
the School Improvement team. Visit CPD (opens in new window) and search the course title, listed 
below, to find out more about these exciting courses: 
 

• Book and Brew! Planning reading and writing opportunities from a rich text 
• Deep Dive into Reading – are you ready? 
• English: Subject Leaders Network Meeting 
• Humanities: Subject Leaders Network Meeting 
• Leading for Impact: Leading for Learning 
• Maths: Subject Leaders Network Meeting 
• New to Year 6 
• Principles of Instruction –Revisiting Rosenshine’s Principles to support pupil’s learning 
• Subject Leaders: Are you ready for inspection? 
• Taking care of you! Managing workload and wellbeing as an ECT 

  

https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/LearnCPD/CoursesSearch.aspx
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Other local news and events 
 

Careers and Apprenticeships Roadshows October 2023 
 
The Worcestershire Careers & Apprenticeships Roadshow makes a triumphant return!   
 
With events this year held at both County Hall in Worcester (October 5th) and Redditch's Heart of 
Worcestershire College (October 17th), young adults aged 15-24 can explore their career, education, 
and training options. Attendees can connect with local employers for valuable advice, live job 
openings, and apprenticeship opportunities. Both events are run from 4pm to 8pm.  
 
This is an unmissable opportunity to shape their Worcestershire career future! 
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Inspiring Worcestershire Resource Development and Activity Plan 
 
Inspiring Worcestershire have launched their Resource Development and Activity Plan for 
2023/24.  The plan includes major dates included: 
 

• Careers and Apprenticeship Roadshows in Worcester on 5 October in Redditch on 17 October 
• Life Beyond School Event on 25 October at Worcester Sixways Stadium 
• Skills Show in Worcester on 6 March 2024  

 
They will also be producing resources including those for Tomorrow’s Engineering Week (w/c 6 

November 2023) and the NHS and Care Week (w/c 11 March 2024).  
 
Their excellent Passport to Hospitality and Passport to Retail resources which have been NOCN 
approved will be available this September. 
 
Download Inspiring Worcestershire Resource Development and Activity Plan  
 
 

Arena Flowers Infinite Garden 
 
Arena Flowers’s mission is to create an inspiring, educational space at their Droitwich HQ which 
physically demonstrates their commitment to circularity, which can be used by schools and community 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1usdR6G6bKs86g9bCSgdkZhQeH3CXLAUz/view?usp=sharing
mailto:Jessica.
mailto:Jessica.latham@arenaflowers.com
mailto:atham@ArenaFlowers.com


Page 19 of 19 
 
 

Fire Service Resources for Schools 
 
Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue Service would like to remind schools of the educational 
resources and activities available for schools.

https://staywise.co.uk/
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