





Latest education news and updates

Ukrainian FSM Claims

The followingupdate is only applicable to settings who have received a notification from our Free
School Meals Team to cease the FSM being given to one or more Ukrainian pupils on roll and whose
award was originally made in advance of their incemased FSM status being established.

Settings wee originally requested to put an end date of 31 August 2023 against Ukrainian pupils. This
has been picked up by the DfE via the Autumn School Census and is triggering a validation query
(1767Q) due to valid FSM claims are not ordinarily expected to bedefapart from in some specific
circumstances) due to Universal Credit Transitional Protection.

Apologies for any confusion and conflicting advice but the DfE have now clarifiedhbes &

Ukrainian FSM claim has been awarded, but the claim has not subsequently been supported by a
valid claim via the normal incomdased route, the correct action is to remove both the start and the
end date of the claim.

Before taking action, it is important to note that the DfE now require full details of the puptkecoed

to be forwarded to them so that they can reclaim from the school funding which has been incorrectly
allocated as a result. This will principally be Pupil Premium Grant (PPG) for the@BR8nancial

year which was calculated from data collected in the October 2022 School C&fE&ulsave indicated
that they will reclaim the funds by a reduction in the 2€2%PPG which will be based on the October
2023 Census which is still currently open to amendment.

We want the best outcome for all pupils i

Page3 of 18






Health & Safety Schools Conference
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EEF Worcestershire Evidence Exploration

Through the EEF’s Regional Strategy, Worcestershire Children Firsttesssuily secured
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Latestattendancenews and updates

Inclusion in Education Settings Websitdtendance Resources and Information:

We are pleased to share Worcestershire’s refreshed Inclusion in Educational Settings.website

This features lots of informatioto promote and support inclusion and inclusive practice in educational
settings, as well as resources for schools. The website will continue to be regularly updated.

A new Attendance and CME section has now been added with lots of useful resources @nd goo
practice information for schools to support attendance.

On 30 November at 10.30am we are offering a 45 minute virtual website walkthrough session in order
to support schools to navigate the website and readily find the attendance resources and rsaterial
you may need.

If you would like to join this Teams Meeting the link to do is below. As an open invitation to all schools,
apologies/acceptance confirmations are not required.

Click here to join the meeting
Meeting ID: 320 824 915 713
Passcode: rD5RnE

Download Teams$ Join on the web

New evidence that it is never too late to Improve attendance

Released on 2 November 2023 the Children’s Commissioner report detailed the links between
attendance and attainment whilsecognising that the benefits of school go beyond academic results
as places of social and emotional development.

New data suggests that it is never too late to improve attendance as persistent absentees in Year 10
whose attendance was supported to improve in Year 11 were still able to achieve in GD&HEsn's
Commissioner Repart

NHS Guidance to Support Parents

As the time of year where mild illnesses may become more prevalent, the NHS guidance can aid
parents in making judgements about whether their child is well enough to go to school or otherwise. If
you haven’t recently shared this on your school website/newsletter it beagelpful to do so to

support your attendance initiatives and identify any families that may require your additional support
or reassurance: NHS guidant®&my child too ill for school?
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Latest news and updates from settings

Tudor Grange Academy Redditstrarded IQM Flagship Status

Congratulations to Tudor Grange Academy Redditch who teegved a glowing report as part of
their ongoing assessment to become an Inclusion Quality Mark school.

Inclusion Quality Mark provides schools with a nationally recognised framework to guide their
inclusion journey. The IQM team help schools evaluate and measure how they are performing;
empowering them to improve and grow.

IQM Flagship status recognises those unique schools who have held IQM Centre of Excellence status
for at least 3 years; and played a strong leadership role in developing inchesbpractice across a
network of schools.

This year Tudor Grange Redditch has looked to support schools with ASD and inclusion. Significant

support has been provided to Robert Smythe Academy in Leicester who are in the process of setting uj
their own Autsm Base. Treetops has been used as a template for their SEND unit and staff from Rober
Smythe have visited Tudor Grange to see Treetops in action and to discuss and share documentation.

Tudor Grange Redditch attended the SEND Early Careers Teach&di&€nonce in Solihull this year
and were asked to facilitate the specialist SEND group. During the conference they were able to
demonstrate the QFT strategies that are used within Tudor Grange with the ASD students. Following
the conference, the teachefsrmed a support network which meets regularly.

Tudor Grange Redditch continues to support local schools struggling to meet the needs of their
students with ASD. Treetops successfully transitioned 4 students into their setting during June and July
2023 whose school places had broken down completely, ensuring these pupils were maintained within
the education system, rather than needing to wait for the new academic year.

As part of the Tudor Grange Trust, Tudor Grange Redditch in Autumn 2022, hosted all the new ECT
staff within their Teaching School for SEND Specialist Settings. ECTs spent a day in Tudor Grange
Redditch, looking at planning, working with students in The Hive, visiting Treetops and observing the
techniques and strategies employed within thehool to support and manage meltdowns. Tudor

Grange Redditch have also delivered sessions across the Trust about IQM and will offer to support any
schools wishing to apply for the IQM Award to get the paperwork ready
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LatestSENDews and updates

SEND
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Latest health news and updates

ADHD medication update
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Antibullying Webinar

A recording of our recent antibullying webinar is available to view via YouAubepy of the
presentation slides from the webinar are also available to download fronGaaigle DriveThe slides

provide you with the data, impacts of and evidedzased actions that are effective at preventing
bullying.

Download Government guidance on preventing and responding to bullying

A smokefregeneration: national consultation
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Latest Government updates

Request a free portrait of His Majesty the King Charles Ill

In April 2023, the Government announced&v schemdo allow public authorities across the UK to
apply for a free portrait of His Majesty the King to celebrate the new reign. The scheme has launched
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Other local news and events

Young Adult Learningorcestershire Open Evening

Worcestershire County Council’'s Young Adult Learning (YAL) service are holding their next Open
Evening on Thursday"December (8Bpm) at the Fairfield Learning Centre in Warndon, Worcester.

Young Adult Learning provides courses, traineeships, and skills programme$8qéérolds (up to

24 with an ECHP). YAL courses are ideal for anyone looking for an alternative to school or college and
traineeships can be tailored to suit young adults career aspirations. Pop in andhadeam, have a

look around and discover the options open to anyone who thinks that sixth form/college may not be
the right path for themFor more information emailoungadultlearning@worcestershire.gov.okcall

01905 728537Download Open Evening Flyer and Poster

Home Upgrade Grants (HB)G

The Home Upgrade Grant scheme (HUG?2) is designed to he
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