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The different types of school
Academies (A)
Academies are publicly funded independent schools. The governing body/academy trust have responsibility 
for managing the academy and have responsibility for deciding the arrangements for admitting pupils 
including their own admissions criteria. Academies don’t have to follow the national curriculum and can set 
their own term times. They still have to follow the same rules on admissions, special educational needs and 
exclusions as other state schools.

Community (C) and Voluntary Controlled (VC) schools
Worcestershire Local Authority (LA) is the admission authority i.e. it has responsibility for deciding the 
arrangements for admitting pupils to community (C) and voluntary controlled (VC) schools including 
the admissions criteria.

Foundation (FD) and Voluntary Aided (VA) schools
The governing body is the admissions authority i.e. it has responsibility for deciding the arrangements 
for admitting pupils including their own admissions criteria.

Free Schools (FR)
Free schools are funded by the government but aren’t run by the local council. Free Schools are non-
profit making, independent, state-funded schools. They’re ‘all-ability’ schools, so can’t use academic 
selection processes like a grammar school. The governing body have responsibility for managing the 
Free School and have responsibility for deciding the arrangements for admitting pupils including their 
own admissions criteria.

Under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 parents have a legal responsibility to provide their 
child with an education either by regular school attendance or Otherwise. Under this duty parents 
can decide to take personal, including financial, responsibility for their child’s education and this 
is known as Elective Home Education (EHE). Information on Elective Home Education is available 
from the SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (see back cover for contact details).

For more detailed information on types of school visit the www.gov.uk website.

Worcestershire school organisation
In Worcestershire there are two systems;-

Three-Tier System
The three-tier system of first, middle and high schools operates in some areas of Worcestershire.

Two-Tier System
In the other areas of Worcestershire, there is a two-tier system of primary schools for pupils up to the 
age of 11 with high schools for pupils over the age of 11.

Please refer to page 6 for further details.
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Can schools cater for children with additional needs?
Schools offer support for children with additional needs and will have a SENCO (Special Educational 
Needs Coordinator) with whom you can discuss any concerns. There are also a number of mainstream 
schools with specialist units and Special Schools around the County. Further information and advice 
for parents of children with additional needs is available from the SEND Information, Advice and 
Support Service (see back cover for contact details).

When is my child able to start school full time?
The law requires all children to start full-time education by the beginning of the term following their 
fifth birthday. Children who have reached their fourth birthday are entitled to attend full-time in a 
reception class from the September after their fourth birthday.

The Reception year group from 1st September 2025 - 31st August 2026 is for children who were 
born between 01/09/2020 - 31/08/2021.

Can I keep my child out of school until s/he is 5?
By law children must start in full-time education at the beginning of the term following their fifth 
birthday. However, all children are entitled to access education in the September following their 
fourth birthday. 

Parents can request that their child attends part-time until the child reaches compulsory school 
age. All Schools have to provide for children to attend part-time, should the parent wish to do so. 
Any period of part-time attendance is at the discretion of the parents. You should discuss with the 
school you would like your child to attend, what their induction arrangements might be. Parents may 
also request that their child’s entry to a reception class be deferred until later in the same reception 
academic year group. Parents wishing to consider this must discuss the situation with the Headteacher 
at the school. Parents must apply for a school place in the normal way at the usual time. 

Summer Born Children 
Usually children with a date of birth in the summer term wishing to start school in the September after 
their fifth birthday would start in Year 1 and consequently miss the entire reception year. To apply for 
a place in Year 1 and not reception please refer to the relevant Information for Parents Book 2025/26 
for further details. Please be aware that there may not be a vacancy in Year 1 at that time. 

Parents can also request that their child enter the reception class in the September after their fifth 
birthday, effectively in the year group below their chronological age group. The admissions authority 
of the school must make the decision based on the circumstances of each case. In the case of a 
Community or Voluntary Controlled School the Local Authority will request the head teacher of the 
school to reach the final decision. This will involve the head completing an educational assessment to 
determine whether or not it is appropriate for the individual child to delay their entry into school and 
be taught permanently behind their chronological age group. 

This process must be completed in advance of the closing date of 15th January 2025, in the event that 
the delayed entry is not approved, parents will need to make application in time for the 2025 reception 
intake. Should the delayed entry be approved you will be advised how to proceed at that stage. 

Even if it is agreed that your summer born child can start school in the September following their 
fifth birthday in the reception class, the normal admission arrangements apply and there is no 
guarantee of a place. You should therefore give careful consideration to requesting delayed entry. 
A full copy of the protocol can be viewed at:  www.worcestershire.gov.uk/transferpolicy 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/transferpolicy


http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schoolsearch
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NB Parental responsibility
Should more than one parent have parental responsibility for a child, both parents should be in 
agreement over the preferences expressed prior to the application being submitted. Failure to ensure 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooltransport


Starting School Admission Guide 2025/26 7

How do I apply? 
• Apply online at: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions 
• You will need an email address 
• Once you have submitted your application you will receive an email to acknowledge receipt. If you 

do not receive this email, it could mean that you have not submitted the application correctly and 
should resubmit it. It is very important that you retain this receipt as proof of submission for 
your records. 

• If you do not have access to the internet, you can get online at any Worcestershire library. 
• Join the Library and use your Library card to get one hour internet access free each day. 
• 
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Mythbusters and Tips 
Mythbusters 
• Listing only one preference does not increase your chance of getting into that school. 
• Applying for more than one school does not weaken your chances of getting a place at your 

preferred school. 
• Naming schools that you are very unlikely to get as your second and third preferences will not 

increase your chances of getting your first preference school. The other schools you applied for are 
not considered when deciding who to offer places to. 

• Applying for your catchment school does not mean you will be automatically offered a place there. 
If you can be offered a school which is higher on your list, you will be. If your catchment school is 
oversubscribed, you may not be offered a place. To check what your catchment school is you can 
go on line at:  
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schoolsearch 

• All on-time applications to a school are considered at the same time. Priority is not given to those 
who put the school first. The order in which you list the schools is only used if you could be 
offered a place at more than one school. In this case, you would be offered whichever of those 
schools was highest on your application form. 

• Having gained admission for one child at a school does not guarantee a younger child will be 
admitted. Should the school be oversubscribed at the time of application of a younger sibling, 
catchment area may have a higher priority on the oversubscription criteria. 

• Having gained admission to a school of your preference, does not mean your child will have highest 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schoolsearch
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