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1. Introduction 
 
 

Use of the Internet and Social Media networking has become an essential part of growing up 

in the 21st century and there are many benefits to such technology. It allows children from an 

early age to access education, on-line activities and games, 
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Safeguarding, children and young people, in this ͚ǀŝƌtual world͛ has become a key part of the 

foster  carer  role.  It  is therefore crucial that  foster  carers have enough  knowledge and 

understanding to help protect and keep safer the children and young people that they look 

after while also encouraging the positive use
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3. Managing Internet and Social Media in the Foster

S

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p023xv3k
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p023xv3k




https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
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https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
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5. Foster Carer’s Use of Social Media and networking sites 
 

 

It is important that

ha
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To maintain appropriate professional boundaries, foster carers should not have family 

members of foster children or former foster children as ͚friendƐ͛ nor should employees of the 

fostering service and foster carers be ͚friendƐ͛ on Social Media websites. 
 

 

6. Keeping up to date – Information for children, young people, and foster 
carers 

 

 

It is important that children, young people, and foster carers keep up to date and the following 
websites provide useful information for children and young people of different age groups as 
well as advice for parents and carers. On some you can also ask them to send you up to date 
information so you can try and stay ahead of the game. There is i
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https://www.getsafeonline.org/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/
https://www.childnet.com/
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Appendix 1 
 

 

Digital Family Agreement 
The digital family agreement is a checklist that foster carers can use to direct discussions with 
all the children and young people in the home. It͛Ɛ designed to help foster carers establish 
guidelines and expectations around digital use and behaviour. Some fostering families are 
comfortable using it as a signed agreement. Others prefer to use it simply as a checklist to 
direct conversation. Either way, it͛Ɛ an ideal way to help foster carers find common ground 
about using digital technology in the home. 
You can use this template as it is or amend it as required, for example, to reflect any specific 
concerns reflected in any risk assessments or adapting it for younger children. 

 
Digital Family Agreement 

 
We agree to follow these rules when we use the internet, mobile phones or games consoles. 
We will keep ourselves and others safe by: 

 
• Keeping  all  personal  information  such  as  home/school  address,  telephone 

numbers and passwords private. 

• Not letting strangers know where I am by tagging photographs or identifying your 
location on apps such as Foursquare or Fac369 Tm8l Tm
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