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On Stratford Road specifically, the carriageway on both the eastbound and westbound side is being 

widened to accommodate two lane entry and exit from the roundabout. Two new Toucan crossings 

are being introduced to provide improved crossing facilities. A poplar tree is located on A448 

Stratford Road.  

Figure 1 shows the location of the tree. The latest scheme design can be found on the A38 BREP 

Webpage: Latest scheme E Design and in Appendix A. 

 

Figure 1 – Extract of Scheme E Landscaping proposals 

Why the removal of the tree is proposed: 
It is proposed that the tree is removed for three principal reasons: 

1. It will inhibit the construction works taking place. 

The following construction activities are required in very close proximity to the poplar tree: A 

new kerbline, new carriageway widening, carriageway resurfacing, footway, verge works and 

landscaping. The tree would cause great difficulty in delivering the works safely due to its 

location. Without the removal of the poplar tree, the works in this area could not be 

implemented, which would cause significant problems to the operation of the roundabout 

through reducing capacity. This would be contrary to the Business Case and would prevent 

the objectives of BREP being achieved. 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/travel-and-highways/major-infrastructure-improvements/road-improvements/a38-bromsgrove-route-enhancement-programme-brep/phase-3-a38


 

 

2. The works (which includes the provision of a new kerbline) would damage the tree and 

therefore potentially make it unsafe.



 

 

has been proposed, it includes native species reflecting those currently found on-site, but with 

regard to recommendations from Worcestershire County Council’s Landscape Character Assessment 

Supplementary Guidance. Native planting will be of local provenance, as detailed within the Forestry 

Commission’s Practice Note on Using Local Stock for Planting Native Trees and Shrubs. BREP’s 

Arboriculturist will oversee construction work on site to ensure that as many trees as possible are 

protected and/or retained. The Contractor is also responsible for landscaping and planting the 

replacement trees under the supervision of WCC. 

The trees that are removed will be repurposed into wood chippings and delivered off site to be used 

as a raw material (for example for landscaping or animal bedding) or processed into biomass fuel. 

In the verge area in the vicinity of the poplar tree, 4 x 3.5m-4.25m Acer campestre 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/travel-and-highways/major-infrastructure-improvements/road-improvements/a38-bromsgrove-route-enhancement-programme-brep/why-do-we


 

 

 

Figure 2 – Poplar tree under consultation (shown on the right in the photograph) 

Assessment of consultation responses 
In total 39 communications were received in response to this consultation. An additional two 

communications were received after the consultation period had finished (8th June and 10th June) 

however these were included in the assessment.  

Each representation has been reviewed and summarised into common themes to be assessed. The 

outcome of the review is summarised in the following table:



 

 





 

 

Project Manager’s Recommendation: 
The engineering works on Stratford Road, are imperative in order for BREP to achieve its objectives. 

There are not any alternative engineering solutions which would allow the tree to be retained. This 

necessitates the proposed removal of the poplar tree. 

The comments have each been carefully considered. There has not been any information provided 

which identifies any new factors/constraints for consideration, or suggests an alternative which is 

possible. 

It is therefore recommended to proceed with the removal of the poplar tree on this basis. 

Comments from 



 

 

Decision of Street Tree Review Panel:    
The Street Tree Review Panel agreed with the recommendations of this report to remove the poplar 

tree.  

Date:    18th June 2024 

 

Appendix A – Scheme General Arrangement B2367222-JAC-HGN-E-DR-CH-0001 C01 

Scheme E 

 


