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Date: 15th November 2024 

Early Years Bulletin 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
�/�š�[�•���������v���������µ�•�Ç���•�š���Œ�š���š�}���š�Z�����•�����}�v�����Z���o�(���}�(���š���Œ�u���Á�]�š�Z�����}�š�Z���š�Z���������Œ�o�Ç���z�����Œ�•���h�‰�����š�����D�����š�]�v�P�•�����v�����š�Z����
Early Years DSL Forums taking place. The slides from each session are available within this bulletin 

 
As ever, if you have examples of good practice that you feel would benefit the Early Years Sector in 
Worcestershire, please send through articles for the Early Years Bulletin or contact the team to 
discuss delivering a session at the next Early Years Update Meetings, which take place in February.  
 
If you need any advice or support, please email the team on EYCC@worcestershire.gov.uk or submit 
a request via the website.  
 
Regards, 
 
The Early Years Team 
  

mailto:eycc@worcestershire.gov.uk
mailto:EYCC@worcestershire.gov.uk
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hxj0rDe900WeZUfN5I3IWpZ_VLWd1_BMv73VhFZ6mLVUNkIyUVRWWVI5OFlNTjZWNTRQMUhQOTdERS4u&web=1&wdLOR=c63EC009A-49D7-4701-9ED6-FFF1D360C5B5
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Early Years Transition Toolkit Survey 

 
Our Early Years Transition Toolkit was created by Worcestershire Country Council to support 
transitions from Early Years to School settings.  
 
We are looking to evaluate the effectiveness and usefulness of this toolkit and as part of this, we 
are asking for settings who have used the toolkit to complete the following survey: 
https://forms.office.com/e/6b35hvxVib 
 
For reference, please find a link to the transition toolkit: Early Years transition toolkit | 
Worcestershire County Council 
 
We ask that this survey is completed by Friday 22nd November so we can collate and evaluate 
responses. 
 
Thank you in advance for your time and participation in helping us to improve transitions for our 
children. 
 

 

Worcestershire Early Years Community Hub 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Worcestershire Early Years Community hub meeting will be taking place next week at the 
University of Worcester. 
 
The discussion topic for the evening will focus on “What is it like for a child with SEND in your 
setting? The session will take a strength based, solution focused approach, utilising the shared 
���Æ�‰���Œ�š�]�•�����]�v���š�Z�����Œ�}�}�u���š�}���Œ�����}�P�v�]�•�����Á�Z���š�[�•���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P���Á���o�o�����v�����P���]�v���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���š�}���}�À���Œ���}�u�������Z���o�o���v�P���•���]�v��
an empowering and supportive way.  
 
Taking place on Thursday 21st November at 6:30pm, places are bookable via CPD; for further 
information about how to book, please see the Training section below. 
  

https://forms.office.com/e/6b35hvxVib
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/support-services/improving-schools-and-settings/information-early-years-and-childcare-settings/early-years-transition-toolkit
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/support-services/improving-schools-and-settings/information-early-years-and-childcare-settings/early-years-transition-toolkit
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/LearnCPD/CoursesSearch.aspx
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Understanding the EYFS Framework for Prospective / Registered Childminders and 
Childminding Assistants 
 
We have launched a new webcast series, made up of 7 episodes, which has been designed to give 
childminders an understanding of the requirements they must meet as a registered childcare 
provider for children aged birth to five. By fulfilling these requirements childminders are better able 
to create a high quality, welcoming, and safe setting where children can enjoy learning and grow in 
confidence. 
 
The webcasts are available for free via CPD: 
 
Episode 1: Rationale and underpinning themes (CPD code 10527) 

o Understand the rationale and principles that underpin the Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) statutory requirements and our responsibilities within this. Taking a 
deep dive into how children learn we consider the characteristics of effective 
teaching and learning and how we can embrace these as part of a day-to-day 
provision. 

 
Episode 2: Educational Programmes (CPD code 10530) 

o Consider what childminders must do, working in partnership with parents and/or 
carers to promote the learning and development of all children in their care. 

o Explore the 7 areas of learning and development as set out in the educational 
programmes within the EYFS and think about how this may look in our settings to 
���v�•�µ�Œ�����š�Z���������Œ�o�Ç���Ç�����Œ�•�[�����Æ�‰���Œ�]���v���������}�v�š�Œ�]���µ�š���•���‰�}�•�]�š�]�À���o�Ç���š�}�������Œ�o�Ç�����Œ���]�v�������À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�X 

 
Episode 3: Building your curriculum (CPD code 10531) 

o Builds on previous episodes and considers how we can build an effective curriculum 
that meets the needs of the children, families and local community. Within this we 
will consider what we really want for children in our care, influenced by our own 
values and beliefs around early childhood. We will then breakdown the elements of a 
what a good curriculum looks like.  

o In addition, we will consider the role of play in early years learning and how we can 
ensure a balanced approach of free play, guided play and adult led activities to 
support the holistic development of all children. 

 
Episode 4: The wonder of teaching (CPD code: 10532) 

o Building on from episode 1 we will now focus on our role as teacher by unpicking 
�K�(�•�š�����[�•�������(�]�v�]�š�]�}�v���}�(���š�������Z�]�v�P�X���d�}���š�������Z�����(�(�����š�]�À���o�Ç���Á�����v���������š�}���i�}�]�v�����Z�]�o���Œ���v���]�v���‰�o���Ç�U��
so we will consider what a good play partner might look like and how we can put 
these skills into practice within our settings to truly embrace the wonder of teaching. 

 
Episode 5: Observation, assessment, and planning (CPD code: 10533) 

o Consider part 2 of the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Guidance which is 

https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/LearnCPD/CoursesSearch.aspx
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Episode 6: Safeguarding and Welfare requirements (CPD code: 10534) 
o All early year's providers have a duty under section 40 of the Childcare Act 2006 to 

comply with the welfare requirements of the early years foundation stage (EYFS). 
o We are going to unpick our duties regarding the safeguarding and welfare 

requirements which sit in section 3 of the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory 
Guidance. 

 

Episode 7: Leading effective childminding practice (CPD code: 10535) 
o Considers the importance of reflective practice and how we can use this as part of 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66165d051a70cf4b9209316c/Childcare_Expansion_Capital_Guidance_For_LAs_Nov2023.pdf
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/support-services/improving-schools-and-settings/information-early-years-and-childcare-settings/childcare-sufficiency


https://forms.office.com/e/GNkRd198H1
https://youtu.be/txee8y4qCsE
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/fostering


mailto:ChSComms@worcestershire.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/poster-for-parents-childcare?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5171cfa7-497e-46ab-8b78-a475ebada76a&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/poster-for-parents-childcare?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5171cfa7-497e-46ab-8b78-a475ebada76a&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-based-nursery-capital-grant
https://forms.office.com/e/BS6NHmN4qY
https://forms.office.com/e/BS6NHmN4qY
https://apply-for-school-based-nurseries-capital-grant.education.gov.uk/
https://apply-for-school-based-nurseries-capital-grant.education.gov.uk/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainability-and-climate-change-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainability-and-climate-change-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainability-leadership-and-climate-action-plans-in-education#climate-action-plans
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/
mailto:eycc@worctershire.gov.uk
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/kids-club/cool-kids/general-kids-club/eco-friendly-christmas/
https://www.wwf.org.uk/top-tips-sustainable-christmas
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-have-eco-christmas
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/media/p1socs4v/sustainability-matters-in-early-childhood-resource.pdf
https://www.leyf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/LEYF-Sustainability-Strategy.pdf
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https://theresehoyle.com/product/playtime-audit/
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How to organise craze of the week:  
 
First talk with the children about activities they would love to have in the playground. Choose and 
buy enough equipment for that craze. Crazes can be things such as skipping ropes, French skipping 
ropes, bean bags, plastic stilts, space hoppers, ankle skips, �•�Z�µ�š�š�o�������o�o�U���Z�}�}�‰�•�U���o�}�o�}�������o�o�U�������š�[�•�����Œ�����o���U��
etc. 
 
There is so much equipment for children to choose from, that you could go through our Equipment 
Shopping list with your children to get ideas and decide on the most popular activities. You will 
need roughly 10 to 15 of each supply, depending on the size of your school.  
 
A great way to keep equipment for not getting lost, safe and in one place, so it can easily be used, 
put away and accessed again later is to create labelled playground craze activity boxes. There are 
some great storage containers around.  
 
�d�Z���v�����Œ�����š�����^���Œ���Ì�����}�(���š�Z�����t�����l�_���•�]�P�v���P�����•�}���š�Z���š�����Z�]�o���Œ���v���l�v�}�Á���Á�Z���š���š�Z�������Œ���Ì�����]�•���š�Z���š���Á�����l�X�� 
 
Every Monday morning, the week's craze is introduced is introduced either in assembly, or by the 
class teachers in class, or prefects could go around the classes and let the children know. 
 
Top Tip number four: Quiet Zone 
 
Do any of these scenarios sound familiar? 
 
���Œ�����š�Z���Œ�������Z�]�o���Œ���v���]�v���Ç�}�µ�Œ���•���Z�}�}�o���Á�Z�}�����}�v�[�š�����v�i�}�Ç���Œ�µ�v�v�]�v�P�����Œ�}�µ�v�������š���‰�o���Ç�š�]�u���•�M���d�Z���š���Á�}�µ�o�����Œ���š�Z���Œ��
sit in quiet contemplation, maybe in a quiet area of the playground - a garden, or more solitary 
space? Who would prefer to read a book, colour in, or play a quiet game or activity? 
 
�/�(���Ç�}�µ���Z���À�������v�•�Á���Œ�������Ç���•���š�}�����v�Ç���}�(���š�Z���������}�À���U���š�Z���v���]�š�[�•���š�]�u�����š�}�����Œ�����š���������‹�µ�]���š���•�‰�����������v�����}�(�(���Œ���š�Z����
choice of quieter games and activities. 
 
Educationally, it is important that we offer children a breadth of experience and playtime is no 
exception. We can provide children a range of games and activity zones that cater for all our 
���Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•���À���Œ�Ç�]�v�P���v�������•�W 
 
Some Ideas: 
 
и Teach all children the quiet games from 101 Playground Games in their PE lessons  
и Create a quiet zoned activity area with picnic tables, rugs and mats when the weather 

permits. 
и �K�Œ�P���v�]�•�����^�Y�µ�]���š���P���u���•�������š�]�À�]�š�Ç�����}�Æ���•�_���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����‹�µ�]���š���Ì�}�v���������Œ�����X���d�Z���•�����u���Ç��include �����š�[�•��

cradle, wooden dominoes, Jenga, giant noughts and crosses, pick up sticks, tiddlywinks, 
board games, Lego, cards, colouring in, bricks, and more. 

и Create a secret garden or quiet space away from the busy playground. If you have access to 
a green area or garden, then this is perfect. 

и Develop a gardening club; many children like to connect with nature at playtime. 
 
Bringing lots of activities out in the playground can really re energise a whole school both children 
and staff included.  

https://www.routledge.com/101-Playground-Games-A-Collection-of-Active-and-Engaging-Playtime-Games/Hoyle/p/book/9780367338565
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In this article I have covered a few of the ideas and suggestion on how to improve your playground, 
but there are so many ideas and not enough space to write about them.   
 
If you would like to learn more, please refer to our website www.theresehoyle.com and you might 
like to purchase our 101 Playground Games and 101 Wet Playtime Games books or email me at 
support@theresehoyle.com 
 
 
Wraparound Programme Funding 

 
Are you considering opening or expanding before and after school provision? 
 
Funding is available to: 
¶ Create new wraparound provision.  
¶ 

http://www.theresehoyle.com/
https://www.routledge.com/101-Playground-Games-A-Collection-of-Active-and-Engaging-Playtime-Games/Hoyle/p/book/9780367338565
https://www.routledge.com/101-Wet-Playtime-Games-and-Activities/Hoyle/p/book/9781003123545
mailto:support@theresehoyle.com
https://forms.office.com/e/fjwutMThuN
mailto:Wraparound@worcestershire.gov.uk
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/BsvE4q067x7tMKMl?ref=email
https://www.safeguardingworcestershire.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/WSCP-Professional-Curiosity-Briefing.pdf
https://www.safeguardingworcestershire.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Physical-Abuse-Briefing-Final-v3.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TVGgQj3CQCiZVzQv66Ud3Gwh8-YAy3ji/view?usp=sharing
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-safeguarding
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-safeguarding
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Early Years Bulletin: News from the Inclusion T

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/support-services/improving-schools-and-settings/information-early-years-and-childcare-settings/early-years-inclusion/early-years-inclusion-supplement-funding
mailto:eyinclusion@worcestershire.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/WorcsEarlyYears/?_rdr
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-education-and-early-years-services/support-services/improving-schools-and-settings/information-early-years-and-childcare-settings/early-years-inclusion
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SENDIASS Training 
  
Do you have a child with a Special Educational Need or Disability (SEND) in your 
Early Years setting? 
 
Do you think a child in your Early Years setting might have Special Educational 
Needs (SEN)?  
 
Did you know the SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS) offer FREE SEND 
Training Workshops and Webinars for parent carers and professionals? 
 
Workshops currently available for Professionals: 
¶ Autism & Me (Developed by Autistic Young People) Workshop for Professionals- HW 

SENDIASS 
¶ Herefordshire and Worcestershire SENDIASS Online Information Session for Professionals 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/autism-me-developed-autistic-young-people-workshop-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/autism-me-developed-autistic-young-people-workshop-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/herefordshire-and-worcestershire-sendiass-online-information-session-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/special-educational-needs-sen-support-and-graduated-approach-response-schools-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/special-educational-needs-sen-support-and-graduated-approach-response-schools-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/what-does-good-education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp-look-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/what-does-good-education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp-look-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/autism-me-developed-autistic-young-people-workshop-parent-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/what-does-good-education-health-care-plan-ehcp-look-parents-and-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/how-check-draft-education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/how-check-draft-education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/guide-send-support-including-graduated-approach-response
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/guide-send-support-including-graduated-approach-response
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/herefordshire-and-worcestershire-sendiass-online-information-session-parents-and-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/herefordshire-and-worcestershire-sendiass-online-information-session-parents-and-carers
mailto:SENDIASSTraining@worcestershire.gov.uk
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training
mailto:SENDIASS@worcestershire.gov.uk
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SCERTS certification 

 

mailto:workforcesupport@worcestershire.gov.uk
mailto:cap-donotreply@worcestershire.gov.uk
mailto:workforcesupport@worcestershire.gov.uk
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Worcestershire Early Years Community Hub 
 
Worcestershire Early Years Community Hub is a networking and peer support session for early years 
�o���������Œ�•�U�����Z�]�o���u�]�v�����Œ�•�U���‰�Œ�����š�]�š�]�}�v���Œ�•�U�����v�������z���š�������Z���Œ�[�•���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P���Á�]�š�Z�����Z�]�o���Œ���v���Á�]�š�Z�]�v���š�Z���������Œ�o�Ç���z�����Œ�•��
�&�}�µ�v�����š�]�}�v���^�š���P�����~���z�&�^�•�X���/�š�[�•���������}�o�o�����}�Œ���š�]�}�v�������š�Á�����v���h�v�]�Àersity Worcester colleagues enhancing 
practice for UW students, WCC early years team and YOU our setting providers. 
 
Audience: All Early Years practitioners 

Cost: Free 

Date: 21 November 2024, 6:30pm �t 8:30pm, Worcester University, course code: EY 10529 / 90773 

To book: via CPD using your setting CPD leader login details and course code.  
Confirmations will go to the delegate email provided and include the relevant MS teams joining information. 

 
 
Early Years Inclusion Training 
 
The Early Years Inclusion Team are offering all of their training during 2024/25 for free. The 
following courses are all available to book: 
 
¶ Annual Reviews of EHCP's * NEW* - course code 10496 
¶ Autism in the Early Years �t course code 10003 
¶ How to complete an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment (EHCNA) �t course code 

10495 


