BIRCHENSALE

Admissions Policy 2026/27

For Year 5 Co-ordinated Scheme normal time of transfer at age 9 in
September 2026
For In-Year Admissions for all Year Groups during the 2026/27
academic year

Approved by Trustees — 22/10/2024

This Policy contains four sections:
f Introduction
f Admissions process
I Oversubscription criteria and definitions
I Useful contact details

The Policy should be read in conjunction with Worcestershire County Council's Information
for Parents Book on Admissions and Transfers to Schools 2026-27 and is available to view
online at:

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions

A copy of the book is also available to view in Schools, Libraries and at your Local
Worcestershire Hub.

The Information for Parents book contains full details on the application and allocation
process, including the oversubscription admission criteria for each school. You are advised
to read the book prior to making an application.

Section 1: Introduction

Birchensale Middle School is a 9-13 academy (part of Bordesley Multi Academy Trust) serving
an area of Northeast Worcestershire.

The Academy Trust is the admissions authority with powers to decide the arrangements for
admitting students including the admissions criteria for all schools in the trust.
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Pupils will be admitted at the age of 9+ without reference to ability or aptitude using the
criteria below. The Published Admission Number for entry in Year 5 in September 2026 and
subsequent years will be 180 unless changed in accordance with statutory procedures.

Admission to Birchensale Middle School is not dependent on any “voluntary” contribution.

Section 2: Admissions Process — Entry to the school at the normal time of transfer (Year 5)

Applications for all school places must be made via the On-Line School Admissions facility
www.worcestershire.gov/schooladmissions, with the opportunity to nominate schools, in
order of preference. Applications must be received by your home local authority
(Worcestershire closing date is 15" January 2026).

The parents of pupil’s resident outside Worcestershire, but who wish to apply for a place at
any Worcestershire school, must complete an application form provided by the “home” LA.
(The *home” LA is defined as the Local Authority relevant to the child’s home address). The
“home” LA will ensure that the application details are passed onto Worcestershire LA for
consideration in the allocation of school places.

If you do not have access to the internet Application Forms are available from the school,
Local Worcestershire Hub or by request on Tel no: 01905 822700.

When are decisions made?

For pupils’ resident in Worcestershire, an offer of a place will be made on 16 April 2026 (or
the next working day, if that date falls on the weekend). The offer will be sent direct to parents,
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Education Health and Care Plan

Children for whom an Education Health and Care Plan has been agreed naming Birchensale
Middle School on the EHCP. Where places required by EHCP students are known before the
Trustees’ Admissions Committee meets, the number of students with EHCPs naming this
school will be deducted from the 180 places available to be offered. Such students are
automatically offered places at the school and the Headteacher and Academy Trust will
consider each application for a student with an EHCP individually. A response of concern may
be raised prior to the naming of the school on an EHCP if they consider that provision will be
inadequate for the child’s needs or if there is evidence that to admit the applicant would have
a detrimental impact on the learning of other students.

Applying for Places

Birchensale Middle School welcomes applications from all parents or carers who wish their
children to attend Birchensale. Students and their parents/carers who are considering
applying are warmly invited to visit the school on our Open Evening for Year 5 students and

T2-10 Birchensale.AdmissionsPolicy 2026-27 - Approved Oct24 3



Offers of Places
The school is responsible for ranking all applications received by the deadline in order of
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In previous years a small number of places have become available between April and
September due to families moving home, etc. If a place becomes available, it will be allocated
from the waiting list according to the Oversubscription Criteria listed below. This waiting list

is maintained until 315t December 2026.
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Paragraph 3.10 of the Admissions Code states that where the Academy Trust does not wish
to admit a student with challenging behaviour outside the normal admissions round, it must
refer the case to the local authority for action under the Fair Access Protocol, which
Birchensale Middle School follows.

Waiting lists for Academy, Foundation and Voluntary Aided Schools, are maintained by the
individual schools and parents will need to contact the school directly, in order to be
included.

Birchensale Middle School intends to hold waiting lists for any oversubscribed year group
after the 1%t September. Each term the waiting lists for each year group are re-compiled.
Parents/carers must write to the Headteacher at Birchensale Middle School at the start of
each new term confirming that they wish their child’s name to remain on the list. If a place
should become available, applications currently on the waiting list will be ranked according
to our Oversubscription Criteria as described below and an offer will be made to the child
who ranks highest at that time.

Appeals

The parents/carers of children who are unsuccessful in gaining a place at Birchensale Middle
School may appeal to an Independent Appeals Panel. Parents/carers wishing to do this should
contact in writing the Clerk to the Governing Body of Birchensale Middle School within
twenty school days of receipt of notification.

T2-10 Birchensale.AdmissionsPolicy 2026-27 - Approved Oct24 6



4, Children who attend Bordesley MAT schools at the time of application, ie Holyoakes
Field First School.

5. Children who attend any of our main contributory schools, i.e.
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purpose of determining whether or not to offer a place. We will take into account, for
example, the following:
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We are required to use a future address as the home address of the child even if the family
are not yet physically living there when the application is for the child of service personnel
with a confirmed posting or the child of crown servants returning from overseas.

Challenging Behaviour

For the purpose of this document Children with challenging behaviour are defined as any of

the following:

' Those who have engaged in serious criminal behaviour resulting in a conviction or a
police caution within the two years preceding the request for a school place;

f Children, admitted to the school who have received a permanent exclusion within the
last two years;

f Children whose behaviour has resulted in a number of fixed term exclusions within the
previous 12 months (or other evidenced in-house alternative intervention in line with
the Graduated Response) from which it is clear that the child is at serious risk of
permanent exclusion.

1 In order for a child to be classed as challenging in Worcestershire there must be
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Section 4: Useful contact details

Birchensale Middle School

Tel: 01527 68430

Web: www.birchensale.worcs.sch.uk
Email: enquiries@birchensale.bmat.co.uk
Headteacher: Mrs E James

Worcestershire Pupil Admissions and Transfers

Tel: 01905 822700

Web: http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/education-and-learning/enjoy-and-
achieve/school-information/school-admissions.aspx

Postcode catchment area on-line check
Web: http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schoolsearch

SENDIASS (providing impartial information, advice and support on matters relating to
children and young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities

Tel: 01905 768153

Web: https://www.hwsendiass.co.uk

ACE (Advisory Centre for Education): a national charity that provides independent advice for
parents and carers of children aged 5-16 in state-funded education

Tel: 0808 800 5793

Web: www.ace-ed.org.uk

Transport Assistance

Free transport to school may be provided by the Local Authority in certain circumstances. Full
details are available from your Local Authority. The contact details for Worcestershire are:
Tel: 01905 766524

Web: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooltransport
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