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Admission Policy 2026/27 
For Reception Co-ordinated scheme normal time of transfer at age 4 

in September 2026 
For In-Year Admissions for all Year Groups during the 2026/27 

academic year  
 

Approved by Trustees – 22/10/2024 
 
This Policy contains four sections: 
 

¶ Introduction 

¶ Admissions process  

¶ Oversubscription criteria and definitions 

¶ Useful contact details 
 
The Policy should be read in conjunction with Worcestershire County Council's Information 
for Parents Book on Admissions and Transfers to Schools 2026-27 and is available to view 
online at: 

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions 
 
A copy of the book is also available to view in Schools, Libraries and at your Local 
Worcestershire Hub. 
 
The Information for Parents book contains full details on the application and allocation 
process, including the oversubscription admission criteria for each school.  You are advised to 
read the book prior to making an application. 
 
Section 1: Introduction 
 
Holyoakes Field First School is a 4-9 academy (part of Bordesley Multi Academy Trust) serving 
an area of Northeast Worcestershire.   
 
The Academy Trust is the admissions authority with powers to decide the arrangements for 
admitting students including the admissions criteria for all schools in the trust. 
 
Pupils will be admitted at the age of 4+ without reference to ability or aptitude using the 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions


T2-10 Holyoakes.AdmissionPolicy 2026-27 - Approved Oct24  2 

 
Admission to Holyoakes Field First School is not dependent on any “voluntary” contribution. 

 
Section 2: Admissions Process – Entry to the school at the normal time of transfer (Reception 
Year) 

 
Applications for all school places must be made via the On-Line School Admissions facility 
www.worcestershire.gov/schooladmissions, with the opportunity to nominate schools, 
ranked in order of preference. Applications must be received by your home local authority 
(Worcestershire closing date is 15th January 2026).  
 
The parents of pupils 

http://www.worcestershire.gov/schooladmissions
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raised prior to the naming of the school on a an EHCP if they consider that provision will be 
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Parents/carers must complete the online acceptance or complete and return the acceptance 
slip contained in the offer email/letter as soon as possible, indicating whether they are 
accepting the place (see below for circumstances where an offer may be withdrawn). 
 

Firm offers will be made by the home Local Authority on the published date.  Offers will not 
be made by Holyoakes Field First School and parents/carers should not contact the school 
directly if they have not received an offer email or letter. 

 
The Trustees reserve their right to withdraw an offer of a place before the student is 
admitted to the school where it is found that: 
 

¶ the offer of a place has been made on the basis of a fraudulent or intentionally 
misleading application which effectively denied a place to a student with a stronger 
claim, for example, the use of an inappropriate home address; or 

 

¶ where a parent/carer has not responded in writing to the offer within 14 days of the 
offer being made and all reasonable attempts to contact the parents have been 
unsuccessful. 

 
It may be necessary for the school to carry out checks to confirm that information given in 



/coordinatedschemes


T2-10 Holyoakes.AdmissionPolicy 2026-27 - Approved Oct24  6 

our Oversubscription Criteria as described below and an offer will be made to the child who 
ranks highest at that time. 
 
Appeals  
The parents/carers of children who are unsuccessful in gaining a place at Holyoakes Field First 
School may appeal to an Independent Appeals Panel.  Parents/carers wishing to do this should 
contact in writing the Clerk to the Governing Body of Holyoakes Field First School within 
twenty school days of receipt of notification. 
 
Department for Education (DfE) has suggested that admission authorities should make sure 
parents understand the nature and severity of the restrictions placed on Appeal Panels, when 
considering appeals for Key Stage One class size prejudice i.e. would mean the school would 
have to take qualifying measures (additional accommodation, reorganization or staffing) to 
comply with the legal duty to limit infant classes to 30 pupils for children in Reception, Year 1  
and Year 2. 
 
An appeal WILL BE TURNED DOWN unless one of the three clearly defined grounds set out 
below can be proven: 
 

1. The child would have been offered a place if the admission arrangements (which are 
published in the “Information for Parents” book) had been properly implemented; or 

 
2. The child would have been offered a place if the arrangements had not been contrary 

to mandatory provisions in the School Admissions Code and the SSFA 1998; and/or 
 

3. The decision to refuse admission was not one which a *reasonable admission authority 
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2. Children who have a sibling currently attending Holyoakes Field First School. In order 
to qualify for a place on the grounds of a sibling attending the school, the sibling must 
be attending the school at the time of application.  
 

3. 



http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/




/info/20613/send_school_provision_and_education_health_care_plans_ehcp/1798/send_school_provision_and_education_health_care_plans_ehcp/3
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Section 4:  Useful contact details 
 
Holyoakes Field First School 
Tel: 01527 62928 
Web:   www.holyoakes.bmat.co.uk 
Email:  office@holyoakes.bmat.co.uk 
Headteacher: Mrs T Koser 
 
Worcestershire Pupil Admissions and Transfers 
Tel: 01905 822700 
Web: http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/education-and-learning/enjoy-and-
achieve/school-information/school-admissions.aspx 
 
Postcode catchment area on-line check 
Web: http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schoolsearch 
 
SENDIASS (providing impartial information, advice and support on matters relating to children 
and young people with special educational needs and /or disabilities  
Tel: 01905 768153 
Web: https://www.hwsendiass.co.uk 
 
 
ACE (Advisory Centre for Education): a national charity that provides independent advice for 
parents and carers of children aged 5-16 in state-funded education 
Tel:   0808 800 5793 
Web:   www.ace-ed.org.uk 
 
Transport Assistance 
Free transport to school may be provided by the Local Authority in certain circumstances.  Full 
details are available from your Local Authority.  The contact details for Worcestershire are: 
Tel: 01905 766524 
Web: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooltransport 
 
 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/education-and-learning/enjoy-and-achieve/school-information/school-admissions.aspx
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/education-and-learning/enjoy-and-achieve/school-information/school-admissions.aspx
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schoolsearch
http://www.ace-ed.org.uk/
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooltransport

