


2 
 

Contents 
 

National News & Updates



3 
 

National News & Updates 
 
Speech delivered by Bridget Phillipson MP, Secretary of State for Education 
 
On 7th November, the Rt. Hon Bridget Phillipson MP, Secretary of State for Education, delivered a speech 
at the Confederation of School Trusts (CST) Conference. 
 
The speech focused on SEND reform and further improving inclusivity and expertise within mainstream 
settings. A range of SEND, behaviour and neurodiversity experts – including those with lived experience – 
will be brought together to work closely with the DfE and NHS to deliver systemic change, including ITT. 
 
“Now is the time for bold reform. 
And let me be clear: the direction of that reform is inclusive mainstream.  
That is why we will bring a new focus on improving inclusivity and expertise in mainstream education 
settings.   
I have been really encouraged to see some great examples of mainstream schools delivering specialist 
provision and showing what is possible – including through the use of SEN Units and Resourced 
Provision.”  
“We will encourage more schools to set up this form of provision.  
Taking what works and applying it in mainstream schools.”  
 
A transcript of the speech in full can be found here. 
 
 
Research The “What Works in SEND” programme new report on inclusion 
 
The 
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Local News & Updates 
 
Wishing a fond farewell to Louisa Jones 
 
We want to take the opportunity to say a huge thank you and very best wishes to Dr Louisa Jones our 
Principal Educational Psychologist and Head of Inclusion Support Services as she leaves Worcestershire 
County Council to start a new and exciting role in the East Midlands. 
 
Louisa has been responsible for transforming our psychology services to meet the increasing demands, 
leading our inclusion services to share their brilliant expertise as far and wide as possible and leading on 
early years inclusion to raise the profile, impact and improve process to ensure we meet our children’s 
needs early. This is a remarkable achievement in a relatively short time.  In addition to the business-as-
usual demands Louisa has led the development of mental health support in schools with the NHS and our 
emergency planning response to supporting critical events in schools. 
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Worcestershire SENCo Network 
 
SENCo Network Events 2024/2025 
 
Feedback received from SENCO
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Lumi Nova: New free App to support children (7---7o 7o r
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Flexi-Schooling Guidance  
 
Flexi-Schooling is an arrangement between parent and school where children of compulsory school age 
are on roll at a school but where the provision is split between attendance at school and home education 
arranged by the parents or carers. The pupil attendance and welfare guidance provides some more detail 
and recommendations for schools, parents and carers. 
 
 
Empowering Autistic Young People 
 
The National Autistic Society (NAS) have created a collection of free resources designed to help autistic 
teenagers better understand their unique experiences. The ‘Know Yourself’ collection aims to give teens 
the knowledge and confidence to navigate their self-discovery journey. 
 
Resources include videos, PDFs, worksheets and downloadable guides, to support autistic teenagers in 
understanding what being autistic means to them. 
 
Weblink: https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/topics/resources-for-autistic-teenagers  
 
The series will cover six topics in total over the course of three years. The first four topics, ‘understanding 
yourself’, ‘energy accounting’, ‘exploring your identity’ and ‘setting yourself up for success’ are available 
now on the above weblink. Young autistic people also share personal stories and strategies that have 
helped them.  
 
 
CHOICES - Transition into Higher Education (SEND) 
 
The Skills and Investment Team have created an informative magazine for those learners with EHC Plans 
who aspire to go to University. The magazine ei crwy
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Early Years Inclusion Update 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the Early Years Inclusion Team! 
 
EY Inclusion Team Training  
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Hereford and Worcester Dyslexia Association Update 
 
Please download the latest edition of the HWDA Newsletter 
 
Tutor vacancy 
Are you passionate about teaching children with dyslexia? 
Would you like to support and tutor at a wonderful, child-friendly teaching workshop? 
 
If you are an experienced teacher or have a background in education and an interest in training as a 
dyslexia specialist, Hereford and Worcester Dyslexia Association would like to hear from you. There is a 
vacancy for a Primary and Secondary Specialist Tutors for their Bromsgrove Workshop  which takes place 
Fridays after school during term-time between 4:30pm to 6:45pm.  
 
For more information or to apply contact Katrina Kear-Wood:  president@hwda.org.uk 
 
Further details can be found on our website and Facebook page. 
 

• https://hwda.org.uk/ 
• https://www.facebook.com/hwdyslexia 

 
 
WCC EAL (English as an Additional Language) Service 
 
From September, all schools who request support will receive a half term package of intensive weekly 
language support from our Specialist Practitioner including a cognitive assessment for multilingual learners 
which might help identify any additional needs. Following the initial intensive programme, the 0 Td
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Herefordshire & Worcestershire SENDIASS 
 

http://www.hwsendiass.co.uk/
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/autism-me-developed-autistic-young-people-workshop-parent-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/what-does-good-education-health-care-plan-ehcp-look-parents-and-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/what-does-good-education-health-care-plan-ehcp-look-parents-and-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/how-check-draft-education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/guide-send-support-including-graduated-approach-response
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/guide-send-support-including-graduated-approach-response
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/herefordshire-and-worcestershire-sendiass-online-information-session-parents-and-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/herefordshire-and-worcestershire-sendiass-online-information-session-parents-and-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/autism-me-developed-autistic-young-people-workshop-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/herefordshire-and-worcestershire-sendiass-online-information-session-professionals
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Contact SENDIASS 
 
Call: 01905 768153 Monday-Friday 8.30am-4pm (24hr answerphone service)   
Email sendiass@worcestershire.gov.uk  
 
*Christmas Hours* 
The SENDIASS adviceline will be closed for Christmas from 4pm on Friday 20th December and will reopen 
from 8.30am on Monday 6th January 2025. You will still be able to leave a message on their answer 
machine and one of their advisors will call you back as soon as possible after their return.  
 
For regular Special Educational Needs/Disabilities (SEND) updates, sign up to the SENDIASS mailing list by 
clicking the sign-up link on their SENDIASS Contact page or follow them on social media: Facebook-
HWSENDIASS. 
 
HW SENDIASS also have lots of useful information on their website www.hwsendiass.co.uk. 
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Shine A Light - Sharing Effective Practice 
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